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Philanthropist of the Year Award

2003 Recipient- Frank Sarris

“Sweet Memories” was the theme of the com-
ments offered by Manuel “Buns” Pihakis, as he,
along with over 325 people joined with the Founda-
tion to honor Frank Sarris as the Philanthropist of the
Year on November 16th. The memories included sto-
ries of how Buns and Frank orchestrated pranks and
practical jokes on each other over their 40 year
friendship, including the time Frank arranged for a
six foot tall candle for Buns to light in church - a con-
siderable task since Buns is barely five feet tall.

And of course there was the time that Buns
arrived at the White House in his purple suit in a
black, chauffeur-driven limousine at the very cere-
mony in which Frank was to be honored by President
George W. Bush as a finalist for the National Small
Business Person of the Year and to which Frank was
not able to get Buns invited.

Frank had a few memories of his own includ-
ing the many times, as he was trying to perfect the
recipe for Sarris chocolate, his wife Athena had to
hold the flashlight as Frank buried his “mistakes” in
their backyard, after dark of course so no one would
see. Frank also remembers a few visits from the Lig-
uor Control Board wishing to “see his operation” be-
cause he was purchasing so much sugar at the local
A&P.

Frank spoke little about his philanthropy,
choosing instead to acknowledge a greater gift that
he had received, not given - a life saving gift of a kid-
ney from Buns’ son, George Pihakis. “That is philan-
thropy,” Frank said.

Buns’ response as to why he continues to
spend time with Frank after all the years of practical
jokes, “Hey, I'm just looking out for my son’s kid-
ney.”

Frank Sarris, President of Sarris Candies,
started his candy business in 1960. From its humble
beginnings with just three employees and sales of
$600, Sarris Candies has emerged into a premier

candy maker with more
than 350 employees and
annual sales of $16 mil-

lion.

Frank Sarris has
received numerous
awards for his success-
ful business enterprise.
In 2001, he was recog-
nized as the Pennsyl-
vania Small Business Per-
son of the Year. In the
same year, he was a finalist for the National Small
Business Person of the Year, receiving the award per-
sonally from President George W. Bush at the White
House. A Certificate of Special Recognition was pre-
sented to him from the United States Congress and
he received a Citation from the PA House of Repre-
sentatives. Washington & Jefferson honored Mr. Sar-
ris with its Entrepreneur of the Year award in 2002.
Additionally, Sarris Candies was recently recognized
by the Pittsburgh Business Times as One of Pitts-
burgh’s Fastest Growing Companies.

Mr. Sarris” generosity to the Washington
County community is significant has had a true and
lasting impact. Just a few of the charities Mr. Sarris
has supported include: All Saints Greek Orthodox
Church, Washington County Humane Society, Ani-
mal Friends, Canonsburg July 4th Parade, Canons-
burg Bicentennial Drive, Canonsburg Hospital, The
Washington Hospital, American Hellenistic Educa-
tion Society, Washington City Mission, Washington
County 4-H, Washington County Food Bank, and the
Kidney Foundation of Western Pennsylvania.

When Mr. Sarris learned that he had been cho-
sen by the Foundation he commented, “I have been
honored with many awards in recent years and I am
very appreciative of each award. But to be consid-
ered an equal to this distinguished list of honorees is
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absolutely humbling to me. This is a wonderful
thing that the Foundation is doing.”
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