
  

   

Brownlee House Project Receives $500,000 Grant 

Rehabilitative work 

will continue at the historic 

Brownlee House, home of 

the Washington County 

Community Foundation, 

thanks to a $500,000 

grant from the Richard 

King Mellon Founda-

tion.  The grant will enable 

the first floor and central 

staircase to be rehabilitat-

ed, in preparation of a 

Scotch-Irish heritage mu-

seum.   

Importantly, the grant affirms the 

considerable advances WCCF has made 

over the years in growing assets and in 

its work to support Washington County's 

nonprofits. In its grant-making, the Pitts-

burgh-based Richard King Mellon Foun-

dation focuses, among other things, on 

nonprofit capacity building, which is 

a major initiative of the WCCF and the 

overall Brownlee House project.  

Earlier this year, an accessible ramp 

was installed at the side entrance of the 

House, and other exterior repairs, such as 

brick repointing, will be completed over 

the summer.  WCCF moved to the 

Brownlee House in April 2015, after com-

pleting extensive rehabilitative work to 

the second and third floors of the House.  

(Continued on page 8) 
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Heart of Giving 

 

Edward C. Morascyzk Elected Chairman of the Board 

L
eg

ac
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 “I am thrilled and 

extremely honored 

to be elected 

Chairman of the 

Washington Coun-

ty Community 

Foundation,” said  

Edward C. Mo-

rascyzk who was 

elected as Chair-

man at the WCCF’s Annual Meeting in 

June. 

“Having served on the Board of 

Trustees since 2005, I have seen 

firsthand the tremendous impact the 

Foundation has had on our community 

and look forward to the Foundation’s 

continued growth and impact in the 

coming years.”   

A graduate of Washington & Jeffer-

son College and the Duquesne Universi-

ty School of Law, Ed is a senior partner 

at Morascyzk, Stopperich & Associates 

in Washington.  He is currently serving 

as President of the Washington County 

Bar Association and is also a member of 

the Pennsylvania Bar Association. 

For more than a decade, Ed served 

as pro bono counsel for the Washington 

County Chapter of the Association of 

Retarded Citizens (now ARC Human 

(Continued on page 2) 

Edward C. Morascyzk 

Original red pine floors at the Brownlee House will be 

restored in preparation of a Scotch-Irish heritage museum. 
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Washington County Community Foundation Board of Trustees 

Chairman 

Edward C. Morascyzk 
 

 Vice Chairman 

Lynne R. Stout 

Secretary 

Kurt R. Salvatori 

Treasurer 

Sandra K. Guthrie 

Joan A. Chapman 

Judge Thomas D. Gladden 

Tammy L. Hardy 

Geraldine M. Jones 

William M. Kline, III 

Barron P. McCune 

Andrew M. McIlvaine 

Thomas P. Northrop 

E. Alex Paris, III 

Brian J. Smith 

Deborah E. Takach 

Dorothy F. Tecklenburg 

Leo J. Trich, Jr. 

Thomas J. Uram 

Services).  Individually and on behalf of various busi-

ness interests, he has supported numerous charities 

including Special Olympics, American Cancer Socie-

ty, Canonsburg Hospital, Washington Hospital, 

Washington Area Humane Society and Washington 

& Jefferson College.  Ed and his wife Elaine are mem-

bers of the Foundation’s Family of Founders donor 

recognition society. 

Other officers elected at the June Annual Meeting 

are Vice Chairman and Chairman-Elect Lynne R. 

Stout, Secretary Kurt R. Salvatori, and Treasurer San-

dra K. Guthrie. 

 Lynne, formerly a social services 

coordinator who holds a degree in 

gerontology, now works for the 

family business, Atlas Services 

Corp., in Eighty Four.  A graduate 

of California University of Penn-

sylvania, she is Immediate Past 

President of the Alumni Board 

and currently serves on the Foun-

dation for California University of 

Pennsylvania Board.   

 At the WCCF she chairs the Women of Philan-

thropy Giving Circle which cumulatively has distributed 

$17,000 to local charities.  The Women of Philanthro-

py Giving Circle is also responsible for recommending 

grants from the Mother’s Fund, which has distributed 

$120,000 to charities serving disadvantaged women 

and children. 

 Sandy is a partner at Guthrie, 

Belczyk & Associates P.C. in Eighty 

Four. She has many years’ experi-

ence in public accounting for non-

profits and for-profit businesses. 

She holds a bachelor’s in account-

ing from California University of 

Pennsylvania and is both a certified 

public accountant and certified 

fraud examiner.  

Kurt is Vice President – Shared 

Services for CONSOL Energy in 

Canonsburg. He earned a bache-

lor’s degree in finance at Pennsyl-

vania State University and current-

ly serves on the board of directors 

and board of trustees of Mon Val-

ley Hospital.  

Our deep gratitude is offered 

to Deborah Takach for her work as 

Chairman and we look forward to her continued ser-

vice as Immediate Past Chairman.  We also extend 

thanks to William M. Campbell, Dr. Jarol G. DeVoge, 

Thomas F. Hoffman, James H. McCune and Richard 

L. White who have rotated off the board. Their gener-

ous and unique contributions have strengthened the 

WCCF in many ways. 

(Continued from page 1) 

Lynne R. Stout 
Kurt R. Salvatori 

Sandra K. Guthrie 

Philanthropy Banquet 

Thursday, November 3, 2016 at the Hilton Garden Inn at Southpointe 
 

Philanthropist of the Year - Andrew Uram 
 

Charles C. Keller Excellence Award for Corporate Philanthropy 

Community Bank, cfsbank, Cox Market 



  

 3 

Kenneth Donahue Receives White Excellence Award for Board Service 

  Molding, shaping, finding custom solutions – 

that’s Ken Donahue’s business. But those specialized 

skills honed while leading a plastics company also 

have played a role in guiding the growth of the Com-

munity Foundation.   Nearly 12 years ago, Founding 

Trustee and Former Board Chairman Charles Keller 

helped to identify Ken as a “promising prospect” for 

the WCCF Board of Trustees. At the Legacy Celebra-

tion this year, Ken was recognized with the Richard L. 

White Excellence Award for Board Service for his extraor-

dinary commitment to the WCCF. 

  A native of Chicago, Ken earned a bachelor’s de-

gree from Loyola University of Chicago. He moved to 

the Washington County area to serve as President of 

rose plastic USA, a world leader in the manufacture of 

plastic protective packaging, in California Technology 

Park. rose plastic has been committed to fostering a 

spirit of service among its employees and was recog-

nized for its efforts in 2013 as the WCCF’s Charles C. 

Keller Excellence Award for Corporate Philanthro-

py recipient in the medium employer category. 

  Both on a personal level, as well as through rose 

plastic, Ken has been an enthusiastic supporter of the 

WCCF, sharing his time and talents in many ways, 

including serving on the Executive, Marketing, and 

Nominating (now Governance) 

Committees. 

  As Chair of the Marketing 

Committee, Ken was involved 

with the expansion of the Founda-

tion’s award series in 2008, which 

included the inaugural presenta-

tions of three awards, the Louis E. 

Waller Humanitarian Award, Dr. 

Howard Jack Outstanding Public Educator Award, and 

the Director’s Choice Award, as well as the creation of 

the James H. McCune Acorn Society for professional ad-

visors.  

 Under Ken’s leadership of the Nominating Com-

mittee, its responsibilities were expanded to include 

regularly assessing Board performance and reviewing 

the Board’s structure, composition, operations, and 

integrity to ensure the highest quality of governance. 

 He stated, “The Trustees of the Board are all fantas-

tic people, all giving of their time and what they can 

do.” 

  Perhaps one of the most noteworthy details about 

Ken’s dedication to the WCCF is that his hands-on 

role did not end with his term as a Trustee. In accord-

ance with the Foundation’s ByLaws, Ken rotated off 

the Board in 2014, but he has 

continued to be involved with 

laying the groundwork for the 

Foundation’s future as an ad-

vocate of its first strategic plan, 

even serving as a member of 

the Strategic Planning Com-

mittee and offering input to 

help guide the plan’s direction.  

 “The Strategic Plan is a way for the Community 

Foundation to be more proactive . . . It’s very reward-

ing to see your ideas going forward,” he remarked. 

  Ken and his wife Sue have been very generous to 

the WCCF, participating in diverse initiatives and 

projects, such as WCCF Gives. They are also members 

of the Family of Founders, which helps to ensure that 

the WCCF has the operational support that is vital to 

continued growth.  In addition to all that he has done 

for the Foundation, Ken has been active with numer-

ous other community groups.  

“The Strategic Plan is a way for the 

Community Foundation to be more 

proactive . . . it’s very rewarding to  

see your ideas move forward.” 

- Kenneth Donahue 

Susan and Kenneth Donahue at the Legacy Luncheon with  

the Richard L. White Excellence Award for Board Service. 
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Traci L. McDonald Receives Waller Humanitarian Award 

  Some people have big hearts. Others have warm 

hearts. And many have broken hearts. But, Traci 

McDonald has the rarest of all – a heart of gold. It’s a 

special distinction that has earned her this year’s 

Louis E. Waller Humanitarian Award. 

  “I had such respect for Lou Waller. Our families 

were close, and I grew up with him as a mentor…In 

fact, I started my involvement in the community be-

cause of Lou,” she remarked. “What a blessing and 

an honor to be recognized with an award in his 

name.”  Traci is also grateful for the guidance of her 

parents, James and Joan McDonald, as well as Joan 

Griffin, crediting all these local leaders with helping 

to shape her into the person that she is today – 

someone whose reputation for diligence, compas-

sion, and commitment often precedes her. 

  You may recognize Traci as a Magisterial District 

Judge, a charity board member, or even a prior 

ATHENA Award recipient. Or, you may know her 

as someone who has always fought hard for those 

who have been hurt, abused, and exploited.   For 15 

years, Traci was a skilled Assistant District Attorney 

who served as the head of the Domestic, Sex Crimes, 

and Child Abuse Unit of the Washington County 

DA’s Office. It was a position that was about so 

much more than securing jus-

tice. When Traci started to 

notice gaps in the process and 

needs that weren’t being ad-

dressed, she took action.  

  For instance, those outside 

the criminal justice system 

probably aren’t aware that 

immediately following an attack, rape victims must 

surrender every article of clothing on their person to 

the investigation. Although important evidence was 

being collected by law enforcement, traumatized 

victims were being left with the shame of having 

nothing to wear but hospital scrubs. Seeing this as 

“something that could be fixed,” Traci rallied sup-

port from local service organizations, such as the 

Zonta Club and the Women of Philanthropy , to col-

lect jogging suits and care packages that would offer 

just a little bit of comfort to those in a truly horrible 

situation. 

  But more often than not, Traci spent her days as 

an ADA working hard to build a trusting relation-

ship with victims, many of whom had never experi-

enced the care and support she offered.  “I gave my 

all while I was there – blood, sweat, tears, heart, and 

soul . . . If I helped one person, that’s enough.”  That 

same level of commitment extends to her charitable 

activities, which have benefitted many charities such 

as the ABCDE Scholarship 

Fund, Village of FPC, Path-

ways, Literacy Council of 

Southwest PA, Community 

Action Southwest, United 

Way, Washington Health Sys-

tem, and the WCCF.    

  One children’s charity that 

holds a special place in Traci’s heart is Jameson’s 

Army, which was founded by a local family to raise 

awareness and funding for children affected by con-

genital heart defects. From the name of the charity 

(her daughter was named “Jameson” to honor her 

father) to the work that it does (heart conditions 

have also impacted her family), Traci felt a connec-

tion. She particularly likes the therapeutic pillow 

program.  The extra support from the pillow can 

help these patients' little bodies heal more comforta-

bly.   

After all, at the heart of Traci’s humanitarianism 

is an overwhelming desire to give others the support 

they need when they need it most. 

Phyllis Waller, daughter of Louis E. Waller, and  

Traci L. McDonald, at the Legacy Luncheon. 

“I gave my all while I was there— 

blood, sweat, tears, heart and soul . . .  

If I helped one person, that’s enough.” 

  - Traci McDonald 
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 What do marshmallows, pumpkins, and a snap-

ping turtle have in common?   At one point or anoth-

er, all have taken flight during one of Virginia Vas-

ko’s science classes.  Disclaimer: The turtle was not 

harmed during that lesson. However, the same can-

not be said about the lobsters that were raised then 

consumed as part of a real-world illustration on food 

production. 

With a penchant for surprises and authentic, out-

of-the box classroom experiences, Mrs. Vasko makes 

learning an adventure. In fact, her unique approach 

to putting the “fun” in fundamentals has kept Bent-

worth School District students (and administrators) 

on their toes for nearly 30 years! 

  Over the course of her career, Mrs. Vasko has 

taught children of all abilities different subjects in 

different grades at both the elementary and middle 

school levels, always adjusting and adapting to en-

sure every student has the best experience. Current-

ly, the STEM (an acronym for science, technology, 

engineering, and mathematics) educator for fifth 

grade, Mrs. Vasko is committed to collaborating with  

other teachers on her team so that coursework can be 

successfully integrated between the disciplines. She 

is someone who believes the value of an education is 

not always measurable with tests and exams. It is 

about fostering a life-long love 

of learning for her students as 

well as instilling a desire to 

explore the world around 

them. 

  If you were lucky enough 

to be one of Mrs. Vasko’s kids, it is likely her lessons 

have stuck with you. Maybe you remember when 

your first grade class adopted Louie, the orphaned 

baby goat. Maybe you were a costume-clad pioneer 

during her 18th century wagon train experience, 

traveling historic Route 40 in horse-drawn wagons, 

participating in authentic activities, and recording it 

all on your hand-made horn book. Or, just maybe 

you were one of her students who needed someone 

to talk to, someone to understand, and she was there 

to listen. Mrs. Vasko recognizes there are many chil-

dren in the community with heavy burdens to bear, 

and she has taken the time to help them unpack that 

baggage one article at a time. 

Additionally, Mrs. Vasko has dedicated her free 

time to many school and community activities. This 

Bentleyville Lioness has given countless hours to the 

school’s Leo and Ski Clubs, Ave Maria Parish, Wash-

ington County Fair, Pike Run 4-H, Girl Scouts, and 

softball teams, but one worthwhile cause that is par-

ticularly near and dear to her heart is the Mrs. Claus 

Club, which helps individuals who are battling can-

cer. 

  “I am not alone in my high regard for Virginia; 

her reputation is one of the 

finest in the Bentworth School 

District as well as in the com-

munity. I am always im-

pressed by her devotion to her 

children, her unstoppable en-

ergy, and educational influence,” wrote colleague 

Joycelyn Gazi. 

Using the grant associated with the Dr. Howard 

Jack Outstanding Public Educator Award, Mrs. Vasko 

and the district are planning to transform one of her 

beloved ponds at the middle school into an outdoor 

classroom. 

  “Learning never stops after school,” she attests. 

So, although the 2016-17 school year will be her last, 

it is likely she will continue to delight, instruct, and 

inspire well into her retirement.  “It’s about the love 

of what you do . . . Show them respect. Show them 

love. Every child wants to feel important.” 

William and Virginia Vasko at the Legacy Luncheon, with the   

Dr. Howard Jack Outstanding Public Educator Award. 

Virginia Vasko Named Dr. Howard Jack Outstanding Public Educator 

“ Show them respect.  Show them love.   

Every child wants to feel important.” 

- Virginia Vasko 
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Members of the Acorn Society Class of 2016 at the Legacy Celebration 

William T. Allison, Jr. 

Michael Anderson 

Kenneth L. Baker* 

Paul N. Barna* ** 

Neil D. Bassi 

R. Carlyn Belczyk 

Rebecca Bowman 

David Buckiso 

Lisa Buday 

John A. Campbell 

Mark A. Campbell 

Christopher Claspy 

Michael Chaido 

Robert T. Cupp, Jr. 

Jason Dalnoky 

Judge John F. DiSalle  

Judge Richard DiSalle 

Dennis E. Dutton 

Judge Katherine Emery 

Suzanne Ewing 

Damon Faldowski 

Harold Fergus 

Jane Fergus 

Donald B. Formoso 

Judge Thomas D. Gladden 

Elizabeth I. Guerrieri 

William Gullborg 

Charles R. Guthrie 

Sandra K. Guthrie 

L. Dawn Haber 

MariAnn Hathaway 

Jonathan G. Higie 

Robert Hillberry 

Cary Jones 

Charles C. Keller* 

Loretta B. Kendall 

Susan Mondik Key 

Vicki King 

William King 

Gary Kissinger 

Cynthia B. Kotowski 

Warren E. Lemley, Jr. 

Allan C. Lucchini 

Barron P. McCune, Jr. 

James H. McCune 

Traci L. McDonald 

Marta Merchant 

David W. Moore 

Edward C. Morascyzk 

Lonnie C. Nicholls 

Patrick G. O’Brien 

Christina Oravetz 

William D. Phillips* 

Joseph M. Piszczor 

David L. Ream 

John A. Rodgers 

Karen Saine 

Kimberly Shoup 

Brian J. Smith 

William G. Stough 

Gary E. Stout 

Joseph Stromei 

Deborah E. Takach 

John C. Tecklenburg, II 

Thomas J. Uram* 

Richard L. White 

Mark G. Winiecki 

 

                       * Legacy Member 

Class of 2016 

Annual membership in the McCune Acorn Society is granted to professional advisors  

who have referred or assisted in educating clients, which resulted in a gift to the WCCF  

of any size that year. Special Legacy Membership* is reserved for advisors whose  

efforts have resulted in permanent gifts totaling $250,000 or more.  Members have helped 

to bring more than $10 million in charitable gifts to the Foundation. 

Front row: R. White, E. Morascyzk, S. Key, C. Oravetz, G. Stout, J. Stromei, J. Tecklenburg, J. Piszczor, J. McCune;  

Second Row: W. Phillips, J. Rodgers, E. Guerrieri, C. Belczyk, D. Takach, S. Guthrie, S. Ewing, D. Formoso,  

W. Gullborg, T. Gladden;  Third Row: M. Winiecki, D. Moore, T. McDonald, W. King, L. Kendall, C. Guthrie,  

C. Peterson for J. Dalnoky, M. Chaido, R. Cupp, B. Smith, P. O’Brien, W. Stough 

James H. McCune Acorn Society 
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“There is no more positive reflection of the character of a community than the existence of a vibrant and grow-

ing community foundation supported and fostered by local people for local causes.” 

- Jonathan G. Higie, Partner,  

   Peacock Keller & Ecker 

Acorn Society Professional Advisor Testimonials 

“The Washington County Community Foundation is a tremendous asset to our community. It provides a  

valuable support system between the generous individuals and businesses of Washington County and the many 

nonprofit organizations that work so hard to address the needs of our community.” 

                                          - Gary A. Kissinger, Certified Public Accountant 

                                                     Palermo Kissinger & Associates 

“Washington Financial has been dedicated to helping its communities for over four generations and has part-

nered with the Community Foundation since its inception. I am proud to be part of an organization that re-

mains focused on helping others.”  

                                                       - Elizabeth I. Guerrieri, Vice President, Marketing/Public Relations Manager  

                                                                                                                                           Washington Financial 

  The Friends of MarkWest Scholarship Fund was 

established with a $50,000 gift to support recent high 

school graduates as well as non-traditional students 

attending the Western Area Career & Technology 

Center (WACTC). 

  MarkWest is engaged in the gathering, pro-

cessing, and transportation of natural gas and is the 

largest midstream service 

provider in the Marcellus 

Shale with over 4.9 Bcf/d 

of natural gas processing 

capacity at six major com-

plexes.   

 “In keeping with our 

commitment to support 

educational endeavors in 

the local community, 

MarkWest is pleased to support the programs at 

Western Area Career & Technology Center that 

closely align with MarkWest’s operations,” said 

Manager of Special Projects, Robert McHale. 

  WACTC seeks to provide the successful acquisi-

tion and expansion of technical skills for a positive, 

quality education in a safe and secure environment 

leading to post-secondary education and/or sustaina-

ble employment for its students.   

 Dr. Dennis McCarthy, Executive Director of 

WACTC, expressed his appreciation for this new 

scholarship opportunity, “Western Area wants to 

express its thanks to the Friends of MarkWest for 

their thoughtfulness and consideration of our 

school.” 

  Scholarships will typically be valued at $2,000 and 

are designated to students 

enrolled in the manufac-

turing, electrical, or com-

mercial driver’s license 

program of WACTC.   

  To coincide with the 

open enrollment at 

WACTC for these fields of 

study, applications will be 

considered by the WCCF 

on a monthly basis until the available money is ex-

hausted.  Applications must be submitted electroni-

cally using the Friends of MarkWest Scholarship 

Fund application at on www.wccf.net.  

MarkWest Initiates Scholarship Fund with $50,000 Gift 

“In keeping with our commitment to support 

educational endeavors in the local community, 

MarkWest is pleased to support the programs at 

Western Area Career & Technology Center that 

closely align with MarkWest’s operations.” 

         - Robert McHale, Manager of  

          Special Projects, MarkWest 
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$500,000 Grant for Brownlee House Rehabilitation 

 The 2016 Clicks for Cash 

contest was a resounding 

success, drawing 42 per-

cent more clicks this year 

than last and awarding $5,000 in prizes – the largest 

pool of grants to date –  thanks to sponsor Gateway 

Health Plan.  

Top winner Pet Search gathered 2,158 unique 

page views (votes) in the competition to win the 

$3,000 unrestricted Acorn Fund grant. 

In addition, four charities won $500 grants each 

via a random computerized drawing after the Clicks 

for Cash competition.  They are the American Cancer So-

ciety, Washington County Chapter; the Olivia Scott 

Foundation; Bentleyville Public Library; and Penn-

sylvania State Animal Response Team "Washington 

County Animal Response Team.” 

$5,000 in Grants Awarded through “Clicks for Cash” Contest 

Row 1: J. Reilly, Pet Search; C. Rhodes, Gateway Health Plan;  

K. Dzikowski, Pet Search; J. Lane, Pet Search.   Second Row: H. Manley, 

Gateway Health Plan; T. Crino, Pet Search; D. White, American Cancer 

Society.   Third Row: T. Crompton, Pet Search; M. Scott, Olivia Scott 

Foundation; C. Carpenter, Bentleyville Public Library;                            

A. Shope, WCCF Marketing Associate. 

Once the interior rehabilitative work is completed, 

the first floor of the House will be arranged as a 

Scotch-Irish Heritage Museum representing the peri-

od 1840 to 1870.  The Museum will consist of a front 

parlor, music room, dining room, kitchen and hall-

way.   

Some of the necessary furniture and fixtures have 

been secured, but additional pieces will be needed.  If 

you have a piece of furniture or other item from 1840 

to 1870 that you would like to be considered for the 

museum, please email a photograph of it to the Foun-

dation at info@wccf.net.  

(Continued from page 1) 

The central staircase of the House spans three floors.  This 

view is looking downward from the third floor. 

Family of Founders Donor Recognition Society to Close December 31 

Now that we have completed our 20th year 

of operation, the WCCF Board of Trustees 

has voted to close membership in the Family 

of Founders donor recognition society, effec-

tive December 31, 2016.   

  If you are not a current member, this is your last op-

portunity to record your name among an elite group of 

visionary donors who were willing to invest in the crea-

tion of a community foundation dedicated to Washing-

ton County.   

  If you are a current member, this is your last oppor-

tunity to increase your level of participation.   

  Members of the Family of Founders will be recog-

nized on a special donor recognition plaque at the Foun-

dation’s offices in the historic Samuel T. Brownlee House 

in Eighty Four, PA.  Members will also be recognized in 

various print and electronic publications of the WCCF. 

  The minimum contribution to be included in the Fam-

ily of Founders is $1,500, which can be paid over a period 

of years.  Thank you in advance for your support! 
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Two Nonprofits Receive President’s Choice Award &$10,000 Acorn Fund Grants 

  Because of the Community 

Foundation’s very humble be-

ginnings, there is a special place 

in the heart of the WCCF for 

small but improving charities.  The President’s 

Choice Award, previously the Director’s Choice 

Award, was created to assist small charities in the 

manner the WCCF was helped in its earliest years by 

supporters who were willing to take a chance that a 

community foundation could be successful in Wash-

ington County.   

  For the first time since this award was initiated in 

2008, the WCCF recognized the work of two non-

profits in the same year, the Highland Ridge Com-

munity Development Corporation and the Inde-

pendence Conservancy.  Each organization received 

a $10,000 unrestricted grant from the Acorn Fund. 

  The Highland Ridge Community Development 

Corporation seeks to improve the overall quality of 

life in the Highland Ridge community of Washing-

ton, long known as a blighted and high-crime area.  

Many had given up hope on this community, but the 

various initiatives of the group, including the Com-

munity Garden and Mending Fences program, are 

helping to return a sense of community to the area.  

The group has expanded its popular Mending Fences 

program to other parts of the city of Washington.  

Using donated labor and materials, augmented by 

financial contributions from area businesses, the 

Mending Fences program is improving the quality of 

life for low in-

come families, 

senior citizens, 

veterans and 

others in the 

city of Wash-

ington.  High-

land Ridge also 

took steps last 

year to initiate 

an annual au-

dit, a valuable 

management 

tool for its 

leadership and 

the first step in 

approaching institutional funding sources and secur-

ing larger gifts from individuals. 

  Using land trust Standards and Practices, the In-

dependence Conservancy preserves land in South-

western PA to protect open space, wildlife habitat, 

natural and cultural resources, scenic views and 

quality of life.  Endeavoring to improve water quali-

ty, it owns and manages the Abandoned Mine Dis-

charge (AMD) treatment systems in the Raccoon 

Creek Watershed, including one in Smith Township, 

Washington County.   

 Their current project, the Langeloth Valley Conser-

vation Area, near Burgettstown, will permanently 

preserve 73 acres of woodlands, wetlands and 

streams south of the former American Zinc & Chemi-

cal Co. smelter site.  

The Conservancy 

has achieved over 

$1.5 million of en-

vironmental recla-

mation and land 

preservation since 

its founding in 

1999 and its work 

to mitigate mine 

and industrial 

threats to water 

supplies impacts 

every living crea-

ture within the 

Raccoon Creek 

Watershed.  With the help of community partners, 

land owners, volunteers and others, the Conservancy 

has helped to fill a void in land stewardship in 

Washington County.    

  To be eligible for the Award, charities must have 

been in existence for at least three years, have an op-

erating budget of no more than $250,000 and operate 

a program in any one of the areas supported by the 

Acorn Fund, which include Arts & Humanities, Edu-

cation, Environment & Animal Welfare, Health & 

Fitness, Human Needs, and Religion or Faith-Based 

programs.  Applicants are evaluated on three crite-

ria, improvement in the organization’s financial posi-

tion over a period of time, quality of programming, 

and community impact.    

Independence Conservancy  

President Peg Schweinsberg  

and Board Member Gary Stokum 

Highland Ridge Community  

Development Corporation  

President Sandy Mansmann 

and Board Member Justin Dandoy 
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Post-Secondary Scholarships Top $100,000 

Alice Boone Main Memorial Fund  

$500 to Levi West, Slippery Rock University  
 

Arthur V. Ciervo Scholarship Fund 

$500 to  Jacob Paci, Thiel College  
 

Barry Clark Barto Scholarship Fund  

$500 to Aura Boling, California University of  PA 
 

Black Family Scholarship Fund 

- $1,000 to Vanessa Black, Waynesburg University 

- $1,000 to Jenna Laudermilt, California Univ. of PA 
 

Buckholt Science Scholarship Fund 

$500 to Emily Clemens, Washington & Jefferson 

 College 
 

Burgettstown Jr.-Sr. High School Student Council 

Leadership Scholarship Fund  

$500 to Liam Walsh, Carnegie Mellon University 
 

Burgettstown Lions Club Scholarship Fund 

- $500 to Ian Cunningham, Penn State Behrend 

- $250 to Jessica Weber, Kent State University 

- $250 to Autumn Gianfrancesco, University of  

 Pittsburgh 
 

CAS/Dr. Kim Stacher Scholarship Fund  

- $1,000 to Michael Elliott, Penn State Fayette 
 

Chapman Family Scholarship Fund  

- $1,000 to Nicole Keller, Western Area Career and  

 Technology Center 

– $1,000 to Santana Stewart, Western Area Career  

 and  Technology Center 

- $2,000 to Kellin Daley, Millersville University 

- $4,000 to Elizabeth Ambrose, Indiana University of 

 Pennsylvania 

- $4,000 to Jonathan Florian, Penn State University 

- $4,000 to Noah Peternel, Grove City College 

- $4,000 to Desiree Rose, University of Pittsburgh 

- $4,000 to Morgan Simkovic, Slippery Rock  

   University 

- $4,000 to Kaylee Spitak, Chatham University 

- $4,000 to Liang Xue, University of Pittsburgh 
 

Charles Pappas Sr. Scholarship Fund 

- $1,500 to Paige Davis, Indiana University of PA 
 

Christman Family Scholarship Fund 

- $4,000 to Tajah Haley, Ohio University 
 

CHROME FCU / Ed Orisko Scholarship 

- $1,500 to Zachary Ames, University of Pittsburgh 

- $1,500 to Jason Beck, Penn State University 

- $1,500 to Chloe Grzyb, John Hopkins University 
 

Clyde J. Tracanna/Washington Rotary Club  

Educational and Vocational Fund 

- $1,000 to Courtney Crouch, Washington & Jefferson 

 College 

- $1,000 to Chelsea Travis, Ohio Northern University 

- $1,000 to Laura Wicker, University of Pittsburgh 

 

D. Jack & Geraldine L. Gaido Memorial Scholarship  

 – $4,000 to Melody Juan, Liberty University 
 

Dave Pew Memorial Scholarship Fund 

– $500 to Kyle Johnson, Carnegie Mellon University 
 

David O. & Sara F. Johnson Family Education Fund 

– $1,000 to Sarah Sushel, West Liberty University 
 

Dr. Paul Pipik Fund for Study in the Health Sciences 

– $850 to Emily Coffman, Gannon University 
 

First row: Hannah Allender, Maria Sova, Zachary Ames,  

Liang Xue, Jonathan Florian, Melody Juan.   

Second row: Garrett Tatano, Kaylee Spitak,  

Emily Coffman, Jacob Paci. 

First row: Jason Beck, Boomer Kemp, Chloe Grzyb,  

Mikala Maltony, Michael Elliott, Elizabeth Ambrose.  

Second row: Benjamin Brandt, Angela Luppino,  

Alana Luppino, Mallory Hamilton, Chelsea Travis. 
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Post-Secondary Scholarships Top $100,000 

Elizabeth Plumer Memorial Scholarship 

– $1,000 to Christopher Fuller, Slippery Rock  

 University 
 

Heart of Giving Scholarship Fund /  

Steel Nation Scholarship 

– $1,000 to Garrett Tatano, University of Maryland 
 

Hunter Lafe McAdoo Scholarship Fund 

– $1,000 to Kayla Baxendell, Ohio Northern  

 University 
 

John & Sophie Choratch Scholarship Fund 

- $5,000 to Brooke Dorsey, West Liberty University  

- $5,000 to Boomer Kemp, Slippery Rock University 

- $5,000 to Alana Luppino, University of Miami 

- $5,000 to Angela Luppino, Ohio University 

- $5,000 to Mikala Maltony, University of Akron 
 

Joseph P. Femiani Memorial Scholarship 

- $1,000 to Samuel Lindsay, University of Pittsburgh 
 

Kerns Family Scholarship Fund 

– $1,000 to Katie-Scarlett Loya, Penn State University 
 

Kirk C. Moninger Fund 

– $400 to Emma Flickinger, Penn State University 
 

Kiwanis Club of Washington Scholarship Fund 

– $1,000 to Aura Bolinger, California University of 

 Pennsylvania 
 

Linda LeFever Scholarship Fund 

– $1,000 to Cha’Mar Jones, Heinz College Carnegie  

 Mellon University 
 

Margaret Pitek Ciervo Scholarship Fund 

– $500 to Allison Ankney, Purdue University 
 

Megan J. Phillis Scholarship for Academic Excellence 

 – $500 to Liam Walsh, Carnegie Mellon University 
 

Olivia Scott Scholarship Fund 

- $1,000 to Matthias Campion, Cedarville University 

- $1,000 to Mallory Hamilton, Slippery Rock  

 University 
 

Rebecca Sarah Rogers Scholarship Fund 

- $1,000 to Maria Sova, California University of PA 
 

Ringgold Alumni Scholarship Fund 

- $250 to Christopher D’Emidio, West Virginia  

 University 
 

Ronald T. Miller, II Scholarship Fund 

- $1,000 to Benjamin Brandt, University of California, 

 Los Angeles 
 

Ryan Johnston & Vaughn Johnston Fund 

- $1,000 to Moriah McGuier, St. Vincent College 
 

Sam & Bev Minor Fund 

- $1,000 to Nicholas Fulks, California University of  

 Pennsylvania 
 

Sprowls College & Post-Graduate Scholarship Fund 

- $1,000 to Leah Rupinsky, University of Pittsburgh 
 

Washington County Visiting Nurses Association 

Scholarship Fund 

- $1,500 to Hannah Allender, Ashland University 

- $1,500 to Rachel Campion, West Virginia Wesleyan  

- $1,500 to Gwen Caven, Ohio State University 

- $1,500 to Mariah Ketter, Waynesburg University 

*Some fund names & university names have been abbreviated for spacing.  

First row: Kyle Johnson, Leah Rupinsky, Jessica Weber,  

Courtney Crouch, Kellin Daley, Allison Ankney.  

Second row: Vanessa Black, Nicholas Fulks,  

Kayla Baxendell, Rachel Campion. 

Front row: Gwen Caven, Desiree Rose, Moriah McGuier,  

Katie-Scarlett Loya, Brooke Dorsey, Emma Flickinger.  

Second Row: Samuel Lindsay, Sarah Sushel,  

Aura Boling, Laura Wicker, Noah Peternel, Levi West. 
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