County Community Foundation
Helping You Give . . . Close to Home

I am very pleased to say that 2019 continued to be a record‐
setting year for the Washington County Community
Foundation, which truly embodied our new branding slogan,
“Helping You Give . . . Close to Home.”

Lynne R. Stout

We were thrilled to present a record‐breaking $413,000 in
scholarships to students in 2019, thanks to the many
generous donors who have created WCCF scholarships. This
also included our largest single scholarship of $72,000
provided by the EQT Students of Excellence Scholarship Fund.

During a special capacity‐building grant cycle for small community libraries, we
presented 11 local libraries with grants totaling $170,000. In addition to
improving services for patrons of all ages and all backgrounds, these grants will
help the libraries to continue their transformations into vibrant and engaging
community centers.
Over the summer, we hosted the “Hearts of Gold” online contest where local
charities submitted powerful impact stories to our Hearts of Giving Charity
Storybook website (storybook.wccf.net). Several randomly selected readers who
“hearted” their favorite stories became instant philanthropists thanks to the Acorn
Fund. Carol Tonsetic designated a $1,000 grant to Pet Search, Kathy Popich
designated a $1,000 grant to the Washington Area Humane Society, and Shane
Crawford awarded the grand prize, a $3,000 grant, to the Washington County
Gay Straight Alliance.
And the standout for the year was WCCF Gives 2019, with more than $1,000,000 in
grants distributed to 113 participating charities. This was one Gives Day for the
record books! You can read more about this fantastic event on page 4.
It has been an honor serving as the Chairman of the Washington County
Community Foundation. I am privileged to have led the WCCF into its 25th year
of operation. My sincerest thanks to our donors, both longtime and new, whose
support has made an incredible diﬀerence in the lives of so many in Washington
County. Your continued generosity will ensure the WCCF can help you give
“close to home” for many more years to come.
Most Sincerely,
Lynne R. Stout, Chairman of the Board
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On‐site meetings give inside look at local charities
Washington City Mission
hosted the WCCF Trus‐
tees during their April
2019 Board Meeting. The
tour was led by City Mis‐
sion President/CEO Dean
Gartland. The site visit
gave the Trustees an op‐
portunity to experience
the revitalized City Mis‐
sion campus, which rose Washington City Mission President/CEO Dean Gartland (right)
from the ashes after a fire speaks with WCCF Trustees Tripp Kline, Dorothy Tecklenberg,
and Tammy Hardy during the tour.
in 2015.

The WCCF Trustees held its
October 2019 Board Meeting at
the Bentleyville Public Library.
Yvonne Baker, Library Board
President, and Charlotte Car‐
penter, Librarian, led an educa‐
tional and informative tour of
the library and discussed how
its various programs positively
impact the local community.

(Above) WCCF Trustees and
Bentleyville Public Library
representatives
(Left) WCCF Trustees Barbara
Graham (back) and Debra Keefer
(front) listen to Bentleyville
Librarian Charlotte Carpenter
(center) describe the library’s
programs.
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One of the most enjoyable aspects of my position at the WCCF is interacting
with donors. It was a particular delight for me to have known Alvin and Carol
Berthold.
Alvin and Carol first became aware of the
WCCF in 2005 by reading a story in the Observer-Reporter about a special $100,000 Decade
of Service grant cycle initiated in celebration of
the Foundation’s 10th year of operations. Life‐
long Washington County residents, the
Bertholds liked that the Foundation’s grants
were focused on improving the quality of life
in Washington County.

Alvin and Carol Berthold

Over the years, Alvin and Carol made many gifts to the WCCF, oftentimes
anonymous, including a $50,000 gift to the Arts Fund, which helped to secure a
$125,000 one‐to‐one challenge grant from a private foundation. The fund’s pur‐
pose appealed to Carol, who danced from her youth into her golden years.
“I’m not a very good dancer,” she often said, “but I love the movement of
dance, especially ballet, which always gives me great joy.” To enable others to
experience the joy of dance through post‐secondary study, she created the Car‐
ol Berthold Scholarship Fund for Dance with a $360,000 testamentary gift.
Alvin, devoted to the McDonald Presbyterian Church, was instrumental in hav‐
ing the McDonald Presbyterian Church Fund created at the WCCF in 2010 by
the transfer of two existing trusts which had been created by Carol’s father.
Alvin died in 2012, but Carol continued to support this fund until her passing
in 2019. In her will, Carol provided for a $650,000 gift to this fund, which will
provide annual grants to the ministry that was so important to Alvin.
History and heritage were also important to the Bertholds, and led to Carol con‐
tributing the first monetary gift (an anonymous gift of $50,000) in 2013 to create
the Brownlee House Building Fund. She later provided an anonymous $200,000
challenge gift for the Brownlee House Preservation Fund and then contributed
another $50,000 by bequest. Carol said that she and Alvin had considered pur‐
chasing the Samuel T. Brownlee House some years ago, but that she couldnʹt
bring herself to leave her hometown of McDonald.
The most significant gift from the Bertholds supports the Alvin and Carol
Berthold Fund, a hybrid designated/discretionary fund. Twenty percent of the
annual grant‐making amount of this approximate $5,000,000 fund will be issued
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as grants to eight designated charities whose missions resonated with Alvin and
Carol. The remaining 80 percent of the annual grant‐making amount will be
awarded to charities at the Foundation’s discretion. In honor of the Bertholds and
in celebration of the Foundation’s 25th year of operations in 2020, the Alvin and Car‐
ol Berthold Fund will issue grants to 25 local charities through a special $150,000
Charity of Excellence grant cycle. It was local grantmaking that attracted Alvin and
Carol to the WCCF 15 years ago, and so I think they would be pleased that their
generosity will support 25 local charities in this special cycle.
Warm Regards,
Betsie R. Trew, President & CEO

The Foundation was excited to at‐
tend the dedication of the CARE
Center for Family Birth and Wom‐
en’s Health at the WHS Washing‐
ton Hospital in 2019. That year,
the WCCF issued the second of
three payments toward a
$1,000,000 grant to the Washington
Hospital Foundation for the cen‐
ter’s construction.
A state-of-the-art nursery where bassinets await new

“This grant, the largest in the
arrivals at the WHS Washington Hospital. (Image
WCCF’s history, helps to ensure
courtesy of the Washington Hospital Foundation)
that expectant mothers and other
women in Washington County are able to receive quality care in a modern fa‐
cility without having to leave Washington County,” said Betsie Trew, WCCF
President & CEO. “We commend the Washington Hospital for its ongoing
commitment to women’s health.”

Located on the fifth floor of the Washington Hospital, the CARE Center fea‐
tures 13 private postpartum and recovery rooms for obstetric patients and pa‐
tients who have gynecologic surgery. The birthing center also includes five
labor and delivery suites, a surgical delivery room, and a nursery with a special
care area for infants with special medical needs.
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Over the past four
years, the Net Assets
of the WCCF have
increased by
approximately $25.6
million, which has
positioned the
Foundation to
increase its
charitable services to
the community.

Net Assets in Millions

Investment Mix Custodial
Account 12/31/2019

The assets of most endowed funds
are commingled and invested in
the Custodial Account, which was
valued at approximately $23.4
million on December 31, 2019.
The WCCF also maintains two
separately managed investments
for three endowed funds, whose
combined value at year’s end was
approximately $15 million.

Investment Return Three‐Year Average
Custodial Account
In compliance with
Pennsylvania Total
Return Investment and
Payout policy, grants
from most endowed
funds are based on the
three-year market value
of the funds.
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Grants in Millions

2018 grants included a
$1 million grant to the
Washington Hospital
Foundation (see page 5),
a $175,000 grant to the
Washington Area
Humane Society, a
$100,000 grant to
Presbyterian SeniorCare,
and a $100,000 grant to
Domestic Violence
Services of Southwestern
Pennsylvania.

Scholarships in Thousands
Donors may create
permanent or pass-through
scholarship funds at the
WCCF. Scholarships for
Pre-K and K-12 are needbased. Post-secondary
undergraduate and
graduate level scholarships
can be need-based or
merit-based.

Endowed Grantmaking Assets in Millions
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A first look at the new
state‐of‐the‐art meeting
and workspace

The historic Samuel T. Brownlee
House, built in 1848, is the permanent
home of the Community Foundation.
A remarkable gift from William and
Dr. Saundra Stout, this beautiful
house positions the WCCF for extraor‐
dinary growth in charitable assets,
increased grant‐making, and in‐
creased charitable services.
In 2015, we relocated our oﬃces to the
second floor of the historic structure.
In 2018, the Scotch‐Irish Heritage
Rooms on the first floor of the historic
structure were completed. And now,
we’re proud to reveal the repurposing
of a former two‐story, three‐car garage
into the WCCF Carriage Barn, a multi‐
purpose Education Center for work‐
shops and meetings on the first floor,
and a second floor Loft to accommo‐
date a growing staﬀ.
The Education Center was custom
built to accommodate modern busi‐
ness needs and provides a variety of
upgrades such as a Smart Board, per‐
sonal tablets, a kitchenette, handi‐
capped platform‐elevator access to the
rest of the first floor, large open win‐
dows for plenty of natural light, and a
spacious floor plan.

(Above) The beginning, in-progress, and
completed repurposing of a former garage into
the WCCF Carriage Barn.
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Our special thanks to Alex Paris, who
served as Project Manager for the re‐
purposing of the garage, and William
“Tripp” Kline for his vision of the car‐
riage barn aesthetic.

(Clockwise, from the top left) WCCF Board Chairman Lynne Stout demonstrates a new Smart
Board in the Education Center.
The Education Center oﬀers ample space for presentations and meetings.
Previous storage space in the second floor of the Carriage Barn has been transformed into the Loft,
a workspace with room for as many as six staﬀ members.
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For the first time in its history, WCCF
Gives, Washington County’s oﬃcial day
of giving, resulted in grants of more
than $1,000,000 to local charities! An‐
other record‐breaking total of more than
2,700 donors made over 4,700 gifts. To
help cover the event’s administrative
costs, the UPS Foundation issued a
$10,000 grant to the WCCF.

Since its inception in 2013,
WCCF Gives has grown 150%
and cumulatively raised more
than $5.3 million in support
of charitable activities in
Washington County.

Throughout October 2019, Gives Day grants of $1,033,000 were issued to 113 partici‐
pating charities at five Gives Gatherings hosted by the Duncan & Miller Glass Muse‐
um, Meadowcroft Rockshelter & Historic Village, Presbyterian SeniorCare, Meals on
Wheels @ the Crossroads, and the Greater Washington County Food Bank. These
opportunities provided the benefit of enabling charity representatives to learn about
the programs provided by other local charities. Additionally, the WCCF received over
$25,000 in contributions through Gives Day. (Gifts to the WCCF were not eligible for
the bonus pool).
In 2019 the Pennsylvania Trolley Museum received
$28,147 in WCCF Gives support. (From left to right)
WCCF Trustee Richard White, PTM Executive
Director Scott Becker, PTM President Christopher
Golofski, and WCCF Trustee and Washington
Financial Bank President Brian Smith. Washington
Financial was our first corporate sponsor for WCCF
Gives in 2013 and has been an annual supporter ever
since.

Alex E. Paris Contracting Observer-Reporter

Washington Auto Mall

Acorn Fund

Lynne R. Stout, Chairman
Atlas Services Corporation

Richard L. White, Secretary
Washington Financial Bank*

James H. McCune, Vice Chairman
Bowles Rice

Sandra K. Guthrie, Treasurer
Guthrie, Belczyk & Associates

Michael S. Anderson
Imperial Tax South Hills

Ivana G. Liberatore
Ivana Liberatore CPA,
CFP & Associates

Megan M. Chicone
Megan Chicone State Farm Insurance
Barbara A. Graham
Peacock Keller
Tammy L. Hardy
Hardy Enterprises
Geraldine M. Jones
California University of PA
Debra E. Keefer
Mon Valley Regional Chamber*
William M. Kline, III
Three Rivers Auction Company*
Cynthia B. Kotowski
Redevelopment Authority of the County
of Washington

Andrew M. McIlvaine
Coen Oil Company
Edward C. Morasczyzk
Morascyzk, Stopperich & Associates
Thomas P. Northrop
Observer Publishing Company*
Joseph M. Piszczor
ILG Private Wealth
Elizabeth M. Rogers
Observer‐Reporter
Brian J. Smith
Washington Financial Bank
Dorothy F. Tecklenburg
Communications Consultant
*Retired

Betsie Trew, President & CEO
Washington County Community Foundation
1253 Route 519, P.O. Box 308, Eighty Four, PA 15330
(724) 222-6330 - info@wccf.net - www.wccf.net

The Washington County Community Foundation seeks
to improve the quality of life in Washington County
by promoting and facilitating philanthropy.
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