Looking back on the events of 2020, it is understandable that
many of us will first think of the challenges, setbacks, and hardships.
But, in those diﬃcult moments, also much good can be found.
The Foundation’s twenty‐fifth anniversary was meant to be a
year‐long celebration highlighting not only the tremendous progress
that has been made but also our hopes for the future. It was disappoint‐
ing when the many wonderful events and activities planned had to be canceled. But as our
focus shifted direction, we were better able to see the opportunities that were emerging.
We found ourselves in a position to demonstrate our leadership through the creation
of the Close to Home Disaster & Emergency Fund. And with our close connections to the charities
that serve Washington County, we were able to help direct vital funding to what was most
needed when it was most needed. Our incredible donors answered the call for support, and
the Close to Home Disaster & Emergency Fund provided a vehicle for them to ensure their gifts
would be used impactfully and strategically right here in Washington County. By the end of
the year, more than $500,000 was awarded locally in response to the COVID‐19 pandemic.
Processing millions of dollars in grants takes great coordination, even in the best of
times; and during the pandemic, it was vital that the Foundation’s grant‐making continue
seamlessly. So, we were grateful to have completed a software transition just a few weeks into
2020. This new tool has made our operations more streamlined and eﬃcient than ever. And
thanks to an incredible real estate donation from CNX that resulted in $183,000, the cost for
this progress has not negatively impacted the Foundation’s operating account. What a gift!
At a time when so many were struggling financially, one might expect charitable giv‐
ing to suﬀer. No one knew what to forecast for the Day of Giving. We made what changes we
could internally, such as instituting a postmark deadline for checks. And to encourage donors
to donate safely from home, a generous WCCF supporter helped us to cover the credit card
fees assessed to online gifts. Still, everyone wondered what impact the pandemic would have
on this popular fundraising event. However, in September the people of Washington County
revealed their caring hearts and broke a record. WCCF Gives 2020 resulted in an astounding
$1.3 million in grants to the local charities who remained steadfast in providing their services
despite challenging circumstances. Seeing that final contributions total really solidified the
meaning of “community.”
Even though 2020 was not the year‐long celebration we had envisioned, I know I will
always remember this as a time when the Foundation truly shined in its roles of Grant‐Maker,
Fundraiser, Donor Service Organization, and Community Leader.
What will the next 25 years bring? Although
the future remains unknown, you can trust that your
Community Foundation will continue to ensure that
the quality of life in Washington County remains
vibrant. Like the mighty oak, we are sturdy, resilient,
and deeply rooted.
Most Sincerely,
James H. McCune, Chairman of the Board
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Throughout the Foundation’s 25‐year history, there
have been many donors and volunteers whose contributions
have enabled this noble idea to evolve into what is now Wash‐
ington County’s largest publicly‐supported grant‐making foun‐
dation. We are immensely grateful for each and every one these
“champions of charity.” And with the passing time, this annual
message has become a special place for us all to reflect on the
Alice & John Chapman
contributions of a few of the Foundation’s most steadfast sup‐
porters. In 2020, we were greatly saddened to have lost John and
Alice Chapman and Frank Tracanna. While very diﬀerent in their approaches, each of these
champions of charity has left indelible marks on our community and on the WCCF.
The Chapmans were very quiet but very generous financial supporters who were
passionate about a wide range of charities and community projects. They rarely attended any
charity fundraising events, but they were often included on the list of financial contributors to
the cause, typically at the top tier of giving. Their financial support of the WCCF began in 1998
and continues to this day through the perpetual Chapman Family Scholarship Fund, which
cumulatively, has awarded more than $300,000 to local students pursuing post‐secondary edu‐
cation. Over the many years that the WCCF oﬃces were located in a building owned by the
Chapman family, I had numerous opportunities to interact with John in the Chapman Corpo‐
ration parking lot. During our parking lot chats, it was clear that John was closely following
the activities of the WCCF and was pleased with our increased eﬀorts to support the communi‐
ty that was so important to him.
Frank Tracanna was a tireless advocate and ambassador for many local charities, of‐
ten serving in leadership roles on boards and chairing campaign committees.
He eagerly shared with others his passion for his charitable work and could
often be seen at charity activities and fundraising events. However, it was
evident that his passion for the charitable work of the WCCF stood apart
from his other charitable activities. In fact, Frank was a fundraiser for the
WCCF to the very end. His family members relayed to me that in his final
days, he instructed them to direct memorial contributions to the Foundation’s
Friends of Frank Tracanna Fund. This discretionary grant‐making fund was
Frank Tracanna given as a gift to Frank by fellow WCCF Trustees to acknowledge his exem‐
plary service as our Chairman of the Board.
As we said goodbye to these champions of charity in 2020, we were reminded of oth‐
ers who have played an important role in nurturing the WCCF over the past 25 years. Words
cannot express how grateful we are for the generosity of our many champions of charity. We
can never repay them for what they have done for us, but what we can do, is pay their gifts
forward both by helping other local charities and by continuing to grow the assets of the
WCCF for the good of the community. Helping donors give close to home – that is our focus, that
is our pledge.
Warm Regards,
Betsie R. Trew, President & CEO
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Donors Oﬀer Overwhelming Response to Disaster Fund
It was hard not to feel helpless. As the COVID‐19 pandemic unfolded at the
global level, we also saw the implications of this deadly virus within our own
backyard. There were many people who wanted to donate to a local cause, but they
just weren’t sure what to do — the needs were so great and so varied.
The Close to Home Disaster &
Emergency Fund was initiated by the WCCF
Board to provide grants to human service and
other organizations serving Washington
County, in response to local disasters and
emergencies. Grants are made in a coordinated
and strategic manner to address immediate
needs, short‐term needs, and long‐term needs.
Since the onset of the pandemic, the
Foundation has been focusing on grants made
in response to COVID‐19.
For those generous individuals who
wanted to give impactfully and strategically,
“The Close to Home Fund has
the Close to Home Disaster & Emergency Fund
provided the perfect vehicle for
became the optimal solution. Through
December 31, 2020, more than $500,000 in
donors who want to help but
grants was awarded to 28 charities serving
who are unsure of how to direct
Washington County.
Needs will change throughout any
their gifts to address the
emergency, and the ripple eﬀects of the
communityʹs greatest needs . . .
COVID‐19 pandemic will continue to impact
You all are doing such
our community into the foreseeable future.
And sadly, it is anticipated that critical and
incredibly good work!!
changing needs related to issues like health
Bless you!!ʺ
care, hunger, and domestic violence will persist
as the situation evolves. However, donors can ‐Dr. Wayne & Cindy Pfrimmer,
play a role in helping the Washington County
WCCF Donors
community to persevere through this crisis
through their continued support of the
Foundation’s Close to Home Disaster & Emergency Fund.
4
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Generous gifts from
donors, as well as
favorable investment
performance, have
resulted in an
increase in net assets
of $33.5 million
from 2016 to 2020.

The assets of most endowed funds
are commingled and invested in
the Custodial Account, which was
valued at approximately $28.1
million on December 31, 2020.
The WCCF also maintains two
separately managed investments
for three endowed funds, whose
combined value at year’s end was
approximately $15.6 million.

The WCCF reviews its
investment performance
against industry bench‐
marks as well as against
peer community founda‐
tions. We are very pleased
to report that our invest‐
ment performance was as
good as, and often better
than, industry benchmarks
and our community
foundation peers.
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A major grant focus in 2020
was the WCCF Close to Home
Disaster & Emergency Fund,
which was created by the Board
in March 2020. Grants to the
Greater Washington County
Food Bank to address food
insecurity during the pandemic
accounted for 26% of the
$500,000 in grants awarded
from the Fund through
December 31, 2020.

Donors may create
permanent or pass‐through
scholarship funds at the
WCCF. Scholarships for
Pre‐K and K‐12 are need‐
based. Post‐secondary
undergraduate and
graduate level scholarships
can be need‐based or
merit‐based.

Building a discretionary grant
endowment to address our com‐
munity’s unmet and emerging
needs remains a primary goal of
the WCCF. In the past three
years the discretionary grantmak‐
ing endowment increased from
less than $1 million to more than
$7 million. Two new discretion‐
ary funds were created during this
period, the Alvin & Carol
Berthold Fund and the David &
Barbara Wylie Fund.
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Not all gifts to the Foun‐
dation come in the form of cash
or securities. And in 2020, a
unique contribution from CNX
marked the Foundation’s first gift
of real estate to be sold.
The donated property,
located at 88 Kopper Kettle Road in South Strabane Township, consisted of a four‐
bedroom, 2.5‐story brick home with approximately 12 acres of land. At auction,
the property sold for $183,000.
“This extraordinary gift from CNX not only supports the philanthropic
activities of our foundation in a very significant manner, it also serves to illustrate
that real estate can be an attractive asset for charitable giving,” said Betsie Trew,
WCCF President & CEO. “We hope that other businesses will follow the lead of
CNX and consider donating excess property. This could be residential property
that was acquired through business transactions, such as this CNX property, or
business property that is no longer integral to the operations of the business.”
The Foundation applied the proceeds of the gift for its new web‐based
software program Akoya, which it began implementing in January 2020. With the
Foundation’s significantly increased activity in recent years, it was very apparent

You Can Gift Your Residence, Rental or Commercial
Property, or Undeveloped Land to the WCCF
Gifts of real estate can be a wonderful way to engage in charitable giving,
and the WCCF is poised to be able to accept these kinds of contributions in the right
circumstances. Since real estate is one of the most commonly owned assets, it is a
likely gift from individual donors across a wide spectrum of asset levels. In fact, a
gift of a residence could enable a donor of relatively modest means to make a
meaningful contribution to the WCCF.
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that a more robust software
program was needed. The
Foundation also wanted to
improve the processes by
which nonprofits apply for
grants and that students ap‐
ply for scholarships, and the
Foundation wanted to in‐
crease services to donors by
providing web‐based access
to fund information. The new
software includes all of these
Representatives from CNX, the WCCF, and Joe Pyle Auctioneers
features and has already
pose with the new owners of 88 Kopper Kettle Road.
served to increase the Foun‐
dation’s productivity.
“With an over 150‐year history in this region, CNX has a substantial sur‐
face property footprint amassed over many decades,” remarked CNX spokesper‐
son Brian Aiello. “We’re pleased to be able to leverage those legacy assets in part‐
nership with the WCCF to implement a technology that will benefit students, non‐
profits and donors in our area for many years to come.”

Institutional donors may also be interested in gifting real estate, such as
property no longer needed for operations, or real estate which it has acquired
through business transactions but is not integral to its operations.
Donors have numerous options including: making a lifetime gift of owned
real estate; making a real estate gift through bequest; or making a gift of remainder
interest in their home. The process starts with a simple conversation. To learn more,
please contact the Community Foundation.

The WCCF reserves the right to decline any real estate gift for any reason or for no reason. Information contained in this publication is not intended to be used as tax or legal advice.
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In 2020, WCCF Gives took on its
Since its inception in 2013,
most critical role ever, as charities
WCCF Gives has
throughout Washington County, includ‐
ing the WCCF, had to cancel most of
cumulatively raised more
their in‐person fundraising events.
than $6.6 million in support
WCCF Gives 2020 emphasized online
of charitable activities in
giving, accepted checks postmarked the
Washington County.
day of the event to eliminate the need for
in‐person deliveries, and covered up to
$50,000 in credit cards fees so donors could give more to their charities.
The community generously responded, and more than $1.3 million in grants
was awarded to local chari‐
ties. Included in that total is
more than $20,000 in gifts to
the WCCF (Contributions to
the Foundation were not
eligible for the bonus pool).
Our most sincere thanks to
everyone who made a dona‐
tion via WCCF Gives!
Employees of Blueprints were
eager to share their apprecia‐
tion for the generous Gives
Day support they received.
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The Washington County Community Foundation seeks
to improve the quality of life in Washington County
by promoting and facilitating philanthropy.
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