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Wa s h i n g t o n C o u n t y C o m m u n i t y F o u n d a t i o n , I n c .

Northrop Family Recognized with
Excellence Award for Community Philanthropy
There are few families in the region who have made such a
broad, long-standing impact on
local philanthropy as the
Northrop family, particularly
during their 116 years of ownership of the Observer‐Reporter and
Observer Publishing Company
(OPC).
“To be a successful community
newspaper, you need to be part
of the community,” remarked
Thomas P. Northrop, who
served as President & Publisher
of the Observer‐Reporter. And to
the Northrop family, being a

Clockwise from top left:
Katherine Glass, John Glass, Peggy Northrop,
Tom Northrop, & Grace Dalmolin
(Continued on page 3)

Legacy of Founding Trustee Charles C. Keller Celebrated

WCCF Secretary Richard White presents
Carol Keller with a bouquet after the Philanthropy
Banquet tribute to her husband, Chuck.

Earlier this year, the Washington
County community lost one of its
greatest and most influential pillars:
Charles C. Keller.
Without Chuck’s eﬀorts more than
25 years ago, the Community Foundation might not exist. As an attorney

Chuck took the lead in preparing our
Articles of Incorporation and writing
our Bylaws, and frequently spoke to
his clients about our charitable services. He served on our Board for
nearly all of the years we have existed. During the few years he wasn’t on
the Board he still participated through
his financial contributions, attendance
at events, and frequent calls to the
oﬃce to oﬀer his suggestions for
improvement.
Therefore, the WCCF thought it only
appropriate to celebrate Chuck’s legacy and service with a special video
tribute at the Philanthro py Banq uet.

Helping You Give . . . Close to Home

“Philanthropy is
loving mankind.”
‐ Charles Keller
1923‐2018
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The Washington County Community Foundation seeks to improve the
quality of life in Washington County by promoting and facilitating philanthropy.

have served as Chairman of the Foundation’s
“part of the community” has always meant being Board of Trustees. Additionally, both John and
Rose Northrop and the Observer Publishing
involved in charitable giving and service.
Over the years, countless charitable organizaCompany have attained the prestigious
tions and activities have received generous sup- “Founder’s Circle” status in the WCCF Fam ily o f
port from the
Founders. The WCCF
Northrop family eiis also grateful for
ther directly or
the generous supthrough the OPC and
port from other
its employees. Just a
Northrop family
few include: United
members.
Way, Leadership
For the Northrop
Washington County,
family, community
Washington Hospital
philanthropy is an
Board and Washinginherited trait that
ton Hospital Foundacan be traced back to
Three Generations of the Northrop Family
tion, Washington &
Tom Northrop’s
Jeﬀerson College, Waynesburg University, PONY great-grandfather, John L. Stewart, who led the
Baseball, Newspapers in Education, Whiskey Re- charge nearly a century ago to raise money for
bellion Festival, as well as the Washington,
the Washington Hospital which was struggling
Waynesburg, and McMurray Rotary Clubs. Ad- financially at that time. Stewart’s widow, Marditionally, for more than 30 years, staﬀ members garetta, continued her husband’s commitment to
have helped to provide those in need with
the community by serving as a driving force beThanksgiving meals through the 2000 Turkeys
hind the preservation of the David Bradford
campaign, which was founded by an OPC emHouse in Washington more than 50 years ago, as
ployee.
well as numerous other community causes.
Four generations later, the Northrop Family
At the direction of the Northrop family, the paper has covered the local non-profit community has continued to give generously to the Wash‐
extensively: running news articles on programs, ington County community. For their decades of
fundraising eﬀorts, and awards, as well as donat- commitment and generations of community phiing advertising space. There is no way to quanti- lanthropy, the WCCF leadership felt compelled
fy the benefits of that publicity.
to rename its most significant award for commuWithout a doubt, the Northrop family’s support nity philanthropy to the No rthro p Fam ily Excel‐
has been instrumental in the Foundation’s
lence Award for Community Philanthropy.
growth “from acorn to oak.” Not only was the
family a driving force behind the creation of the
WCCF, but through generous operational supVisit wccf.net to see a
port in those early years, the Foundation was set
short video about how
on a path for future success.
Northrop Family
For its incredible commitment to corporate givmembers have impacted
ing, the OPC was awarded the WCCF’s Charles
Washington County
C. Keller Excellence Award for Corporate Philanthro‐
history.
py in 2014. Both John Northrop and Tom Northrop
(Continued from page 1)
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Angelo’s Restaurant ‐ Keller Corporate Philanthropy Award Honoree
Five years ago, a woman walked into Angelo’s
Angelo’s. He didn’t just learn about making ItalRestaurant asking for a gift card for a fundraiser. ian food. “Watching Dad . . . he was a wrestling
Michael Passalaqua’s life and Angelo’s Restaurant coach and he mentored kids, employed some of
would never be the same.
the troubled ones and took them under his wing.
The woman, whose niece Samantha had an acci- That stuck with me.”
dent, carried a flier
When asked, “Is it
with the toddler’s picabout giving back?”
ture. Michael saw the
Michael says, “I have
little girl’s face and, in
no answer for that,
his “aha!” moment,
because it is a specific
his heart melted.
thing. I help specific
He didn’t give a gift
organizations and
card. Instead, he propeople I believe in.
vided all the food for
People who played by
Front Row: Rhonda Shough, Dawn Calabro, Michael Passalacqua,
a spaghetti dinner
the rules and have
Trenna
Passalacqua,
&
Silvio
Passalacqua.
Back
Row:
Lois
Malone,
fundraiser.
done right all their
Jesus Rios Lopez, Aaron Vanderlee, Carl Calabro, Bill McClure,
The dinner was a
lives but were hit
Will Hart, Colin Crowe, Kolt & Raquel Edie.
massive success, and
with something insurSamantha’s mother, Michele Anderson, said it
mountable. I believe in the work.”
made all the diﬀerence. Her daughter needed
Angelo’s can’t help everyone. Making 1,000
meatballs, 120 pounds of pasta, and 30 gallons of
someone with her at all times. The fundraiser
made it possible for Michele to quit her job.
sauce stretches the staﬀ, so they can only do about
“ . . . We didn’t have to choose between working six fundraisers for individuals per year. “It’s hard
and being there for our daughter.” Her heartfelt that I have to turn so many people down.”
There are also non-profit organizations that bengratitude is shared by Michael.
When he
efit from Angelo’s annual commitments including Citizen’s Library, the Washington
talks about
“I
had
a
marketing
budget,
so
I
thought,
Samantha,
Area Humane Society, the Olivia Scott Founwhy
not
divert
some
of
that
to
help
people?”
he removes
dation, First Love Christian Academy, and
‐
Michael
Passalaqua
his glasses
Blueprints, formerly Community Action
to wipe a
Southwest. “Michael Passalacqua puts his
tear. “I wanted to invite Sami to the
heart into his commitment to our community,”
(Philanthropy) Banquet, but one look at her and I said Mary Jo Podgurski, whose Teen Outreach
wouldn’t be able to talk.”
has benefitted. “He’s always there for our young
After that fundraiser, and an earlier one helping people, but it is the beauty of his spirit as a true
role model that sets Michael apart.“
a Trinity student, Michael rethought Angelo’s
Angelo’s staﬀ does all the work, making the
marketing. “I had a marketing budget,” he musmeatballs, sauce and all that pasta, so Michael
es,” so I thought, why not divert some of that to
help people?”
honored them as Angelo’s was recognized with
Angelo’s has supported the community since
the Charles C. Keller Excellence Aw ard fo r Co r‐
porate Philanthropy.
1939, when Michael’s grandfather opened the
West Chestnut Spaghetti Inn. The business
“I don’t do it for the recognition. It’s nice, but
passed to Michael’s father, Silvio, and his Aunt
not the primary thing. I hear a story. It tugs at
Carmelina. After six years doing police work,
me. That’s the singular motivation.”
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Michael joined the family business, now called
‐ Dorothy Tecklenburg

Range Resources ‐ Keller Corporate Philanthropy Award Honoree
raiser in the county. Other human needs-based
For some, being a “good neighbor” may mean
organizations like Domestic Violence Services of
providing a cup of sugar upon request. For the
employees of Range Resources, the phrase has an Southwestern PA, CASA for Kids, and the Greatentirely diﬀerent meaning.
er Washington County Food Bank are also benefiRange Resources is a leading U.S. independent ciaries of the proceeds.
natural gas and natural gas liquids producer. In
According to Food Bank Executive Director
2004, the company pioneered the Marcellus shale Connie Burd, a few years ago support from the
with the successful drilling of Washington Coun- golf outing came at a critical time. She remarks,
ty’s first commercial well. But, the wells are not
“In autumn 2014, I had only been on the job a few
the only things that run deep. According to Mimonths. The warehouse was empty and funds
chael Mackin, Director of External Aﬀairs, the
were scant. Whilst the economy slumped, clients
company’s overwhelming enthusiasm for suplined up for food. Range Resource’s timely conporting community programs and activities detribution changed the course of our history . . . It
veloped organically – Range Resources employmade the diﬀerence between us closing the doors
ees just wanted to do good things. He remarked, and continuing on with what we do.”
“We live here. We work here. And this is our
Feedback like that resonates deeply within the
Range team – as do opportunities to see how their
community too, so we want to make a positive
fundraising impacts others. Experiences like
impact.”
Areas such as education, public safety, veterans’ meeting parents who are hoping for a cure to
services, youth, human needs, and conservation
cystic fibrosis or cheering for a child with special
needs who is taking her first ride on an adaptive
are particular priorities. And despite industry
fluctuations, the company’s commitment to givbike do much more than tug heartstrings, they
ing has remained steadfast. In 2017, the company fuel a desire to do more – not only as a corporate
partnered with WCCF to establish the Range Re- entity but also as individuals. So, you will see
sources Good Neighbors Fund with a $75,000 gift members of the Range Resources team bidding at
to support fire departments and emergency man- the junior livestock auction, braving the cold to
agement services organizations in Range’s core
fundraise for the 2000 Turkeys Drive, baking pies
operating area. However, for Range, community for the Hickory Apple Festival, serving hot meals
involvement goes far beyond financial support.
to the homeless, and collecting donations for Toys
“From the top down, Range Resources supports a for Tots. Because our community is their commuculture of service,” remarked Laural Ziemba, Di- nity, and a good neighbor is always willing to
rector of Public Aﬀairs. In fact, no matter what
lend a hand and give from the heart.
time of year it may be, there
is at least one service project
underway.
The core of the Range’s
charitable activities is centered on its annual golf outing. With the help of the
company’s partners in the
energy industry, the event
has raised hundreds of thousands of dollars for local
Front Row: Erin McDowell, Laural Ziemba, Christina Kramer, Kylie Sanders, &
charities and serves as the
Alicia Schisler. Back Row: Barry Osborne, Tony Gaudlip, Joe Frantz, Curt Tipton,
5
largest United Way fundJeﬀ Ventura, Mike Mackin, Mike Arch, Justin Welker, & Mark Windle.

Philanthropy Banquet 2018

Clay Kilgore & Thomas Milhollan

Shirley Moore, John & Dorothy Tecklenburg, Bill & Sue Price

Thomas Hoﬀman with Deb & Leonard Takach

Ken Baker

Robert Cupp
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Michael S. Anderson & Kelly Dollins

Valerie & Alex Paris with Ken Donahue

Megan Chicone & Carole DeAngelo

Faye Irey, Robert Mitchell, & Gwen Simmons

Kurt Salvatori

Richard Amrhein

A Surprise Presentation
At the beginning of the awards ceremony,
WCCF Trustee Tripp Kline (right) presented
Ed Morascyzk (left) with a crystal Chairman’s
Vase as a reminder of how he helped to grow and
strengthen the Community Foundation through
his service. As immediate past Chairman of the
Board, Ed helped the Foundation set new records
for total grants awarded, scholarships awarded,
and gifts received.

Matthew Uram & Andy Uram

Bill & Carolyn Campbell

Mary Jo Podgurski, Tom Northrop, Denise & Ron Davis,
& Commissioner Diana Irey Vaughan

Lynne Stout & Kathy Bradley

Kathy Cameron, Nan Cameron, Patrick O’Brien,
& Pete Cameron

Traci McDonald, Claudine Femiani, Tammy Hardy, Richard White, & Todd Kemp

Gary & Paulette Stout

Please Visit our Facebook Page for More Philanthropy Banquet Photos
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Helping You Give . . . Close to Home
More Than $960,000 in Grants Awarded through WCCF Gives!

@The Salvation Army in downtown Washington

@Monongahela Area Library in the Mon Valley

“The continuous growth of this
event has been astounding for
all those involved. It is

Donors, charities, and WCCF representatives
were thrilled by the results of the sixth annual
WCCF Gives day of giving, held on September 12. The
record-breaking event recorded contributions totaling more than $860,000 from over 2,700 donors. When combined with the $100,000 bonus
pool, support from WCCF Gives resulted in
grants of more than $960,000 to local charities!
Community Foundation Trustees and Staﬀ
were joined by WCCF Gives sponsors at seven
diﬀerent community-based grant presentation
events. Each event was hosted at diﬀerent charity
location in Washington County.

clear that Washington
County donors want to
give close to home, and the
Foundation is delighted that WCCF Gives is
helping these generous individuals and
businesses to support all their favorite local
charities during a single day of giving.”
‐ Lynne Stout, WCCF Chairman
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@The Washington County Watershed Alliance
in the Meadowlands

@PONY Baseball in North Franklin Township

@Blueprints in downtown Washington

Since it was initiated
in 2013, WCCF Gives
has provided more
than $4.2 million in
grants to over
120 local charities.

@Primrose School & Museum in McDonald

@Little Lake Theatre in Peters Township

WCCF Gives 2018 Sponsors

Alex E. Paris Contracting

Observer‐Reporter

Washington Auto Mall

Acorn Fund

Save the Date! ‐ WCCF Gives 2019 ‐ Thursday, September 12
Washington County’s Oﬃcial Community‐Wide Day of Giving
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Women of Philanthropy Giving Circle Awards $16,000

Front row: Jarol DeVoge, Carolyn Campbell, Denise Smith, & Cindy Pfrimmer. Back Row: Michael S. Anderson, Tammy Hardy,
Lisa Stout‐Bashioum, Betty Shelton, Lynne Stout, Dorothy Tecklenburg, & Tom Hoﬀman.

There’s Still Time
Make a Tax‐Wise Gift Before the Year Ends
Our Charitable Gift Annuity Program
provides a vehicle for donors to receive
a tax deduction today, support their
favorite charitable causes in the future,
as well as maintain an income stream
for the rest of their lives.
The benefits of a Gift Annuity include:
 A current charitable deduction for a
part of your gift


The ability to bypass a portion of
capital gains tax for gifts of certain
assets



Attractive annuity rates which are
fixed and guaranteed for life



The ability to support the charities
that are important to you



The ability to ensure your charitable
legacy or that of a loved one



Potential to increase your annual
income in retirement

For more information, contact the
at 724-222-6330.
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Members of the Wo m en o f Philan‐
thropy Giving Circle gathered at the
Southpointe Golf Club on October 5
with charity representatives, WCCF
Trustees, and Staﬀ for the annual Wo m en o f Philanthro p y
Giving Circle Membership Luncheon and Awards Ceremony.
During the ceremony, Blueprints was awarded a $10,000
grant from the Motherʹs Fund for the 2-GEN - Whole
Family Approach, a program designed to strengthen the
economic self-suﬃciency and coping abilities of children
and families.
Three grants from the Women of Philanthropy were also
presented: $1,000 to Washington City Mission for its
Women with Childrenʹs Life-Recovery Program, $1,000 to
Washington Hospital Foundation for Rachelʹs Gift Baby
Loss Bereavement Training, and $4,000 to Donora Historical Society for computer equipment upgrades.
Please visit the Wo m en o f Philanthro p y Facebook page
for more photos of the Awards Luncheon.

Welcome New WOPGC Members
Betty Shelton, Nan Leslie, & Cindy Pfrimmer
If you are interested in joining the Wo m en o f Philan‐
thropy Giving Circle, please contact the Foundation oﬃce at
724-222-6330 or email w o m eno fp hilanthro p y@w ccf.net.

Give Today - Help 365
It has been said that it is “better to give
than to receive,” and at the WCCF, we
can understand why.
Three hundred sixty-five days a year,
the WCCF oﬀers help to diverse charitable causes in our community.
Many lives are impacted by the grants and scholarships we award, and
we take great pride in helping to improve the quality of life in this region.
As a loyal reader of the Legacy newsGive with Your IRA
letter, you know the impact the WCCF
makes across Washington County.
Many donors age 70 1/2 or older
Much good has been accomplished in
have been able to prudently
this year alone. However, there is still
support their favorite charitable
great need within our community.
causes by making a qualified
charitable distribution from
Through Give 365, your operational
their individual retirement
contribution of only $1 per day will
help to maximize the WCCF’s impact. account (IRA). Such
distributions count toward the
Empower us to help more, give
individual’s annual required
more, and do more in Washington
minimum distribution.
County through a contribution to
To learn more, contact the
Give 365.
WCCF at 724-222-6330.
Your support is a gift we will cherish!

Our/My gift is:
Is enclosed
Will be paid via:


Securities Transfer


Charitable IRA Transfer


Other

Credit Card donations may be made online at w w w .w ccf.net.
Name(s):
Address:
Phone:

Email:
Thank you for your support!

The Washington County Community Foundation is a 501(c)(3) publicly‐supported charitable corporation. The oﬃcial registration and financial information of the
Foundation may be obtained from the Pennsylvania Department of State by calling toll‐free, within Pennsylvania, 1‐800‐732‐0999. Registration does not imply endorsement.

Please return completed form to: Washington County Community Foundation,
1253 Route 519, P.O. Box 308, Eighty Four, PA 15330. Questions to 724‐222‐6330.
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