
  

   

1995 to 2015: Celebrating 20 Years of Local Philanthropy! 

 Have you been watching us grow from 
“acorn” to “oak”? 
 The WCCF is proud to have a rich histo-
ry of promoting and facilitating local phi-
lanthropy, and this December, we will be 
celebrating our 20th birthday! 
 Our successes as a Community Leader, 
Donor Service Organization, Fundraiser, and 
Grant-Maker would not have been possible 
without the extraordinary generosity of 
our donors and the ongoing support of 
the Washington County community. 
 Thank you for helping us to make an 
impact!  
 Revisiting important events from our 
past is a reminder that we are where we 
are today because of the overwhelming 
support we have received since day one. 
 Much has been accomplished over the 
course of our history. One of the most sig-

nificant changes is that 
we have grown from 
$0 in grant-making 
assets to more than 
$18,000,000 in grant-
making assets!  
 We hope you will 
visit our web-based 
Anniversary Timeline, 
available on www.wccf.net, which high-
lights some of our most memorable mo-
ments from the last two decades.  I know 
I greatly enjoyed seeing the photos from 
years past. 
 Philanthropy, in its many forms, is an 
act of giving that is straight from the 
heart, and we hope to continue to serve as 
the “Heart of Giving” in Washington 
County for many more years to come. 
 - Deborah Takach, WCCF Chairman 

 Give a gift 
that’s worth 
more by support-
ing your favorite 

local charities through 
WCCF Gives. 
 Beginning at 8 a.m. on 
September 9, all WCCF 
Gives donations made to par-
ticipating 501(c)(3) charities 
via www.wccfgives.org or 
by check will be increased 
by a percentage of a 
$100,000 bonus pool. 
 

Give by Check  
• WCCF Gives check contri-
butions must be received at 
the Foundation office by 8 
p.m. on Gives day. (As a 

reminder, our office is now 
located at 1253 Route 519, 
P.O. Box 308, Eighty Four, 
PA 15330.) 
• Checks may be hand-
delivered or mailed in ad-
vance of the event. 
• Checks must be made 
payable to “WCCF.” 
• Check-writing donors can 
support multiple charities 

by submitting one check 
for the total amount along 
with a WCCF Gives 2015 
Check Contribution Form, 
available in this publica-
tion, at the Foundation 
office, and on the WCCF 
Gives website. 
 Won’t you make a gift 
and make a difference 
through WCCF Gives?  
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Heart of Giving 

 

Help the Charities Close to Your Heart through WCCF Gives 
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Washington County Community Foundation Board of Trustees 

Chairman 
Deborah E. Takach 

 

 Vice Chairman 
Edward C. Morascyzk 

 

Secretary 
Lynne R. Stout 

Treasurer 
Sandra K. Guthrie 

William M. Campbell 

Joan A. Chapman 

Dr. Jarol G. DeVoge 

Judge Thomas D. Gladden 

Tammy L. Hardy 

Thomas F. Hoffman 

Geraldine M. Jones 

William M. Kline, III 

Barron P. McCune 

James H. McCune 

Andrew M. McIlvaine 

Thomas P. Northrop 

E. Alex Paris, III 

Kurt R. Salvatori 

Brian J. Smith 

Dorothy F. Tecklenburg 

Leo J. Trich, Jr. 

Thomas J. Uram 

Richard L. White 

 

The Washington County Community Foundation seeks to improve the quality of life  
in Washington County by promoting and facilitating responsible philanthropy.  

 

We’re Home! WCCF Moves Offices to Historic Brownlee House 

 After months of waiting, hours of hard work, and 
many generous contributions from our donors, the 
WCCF was finally able to move its offices to the sec-
ond floor of the Brownlee House in April. 
 If you have been following our progress on the 
Brownlee House section of www.wccf.net, you will 
certainly agree that the transformation of this lovely 
structure has been incredible. 

 The team at All Ways 
Moving & Storage did 
an excellent job moving 
two trucks full of heavy 
furniture, equipment, 
files, and supplies into 
our new home. 

 The rehabilitation of the first floor, which will serve 
as a Scotch-Irish house museum, continues.  
 The next step in the process is to replace sections of 
flooring on the first floor with wood that has been re-
claimed from the second floor. By doing so, all of the 
flooring on the first floor will be original to the 

house. You can help by making a financial contribu-
tion through the Brownlee House Building Fund. 
 

Please be sure to update our mailing address to: 
Washington County Community Foundation 

1253 Route 519 
P.O. Box 308 

Eighty Four, PA 15330  

 Harper Alexis Dolfi, a Ringgold High School senior,  
delighted the Women of Philanthropy Giving Circle during 

the group’s recent Tea at 
the Brownlee event.  
 It was only appropriate 
that “Hector the Hero,” a 
classic Scottish lament by 
James Scott Skinner, be 
the first piece played from 
what will serve as the Mu-
sic Room in the completed 
house museum. 
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E. Alex Paris, III Receives White Excellence Award for Board Service 

 There are standards of excellence, 
and then there are the standards of 
Alex Paris. One is remarkably 
higher than the other. 
 To Alex, anything worth doing is 
worth doing right, and it is a phi-
losophy that permeates his many 
activities – especially his service. 
 A lifelong resident of Washington 
County, Alex graduated from 
Avella High School and earned a 
Bachelor of Science degree from 
West Liberty University. Represent-
ing the third generation at the helm 
of the family business, Alex Paris 
Contracting, Alex has earned a rep-
utation for his business acumen and 
commitment to quality. He has 
served as the Vice Chairman of the 
National Utility Contractors Associ-
ation and is a Former President of 
the PA Utility Contractors Associa-
tion. In both 2001 and 2009, he was 
named Contractor of the Year by 
the PA Utility Contractors Associa-
tion. 
 Those who know Alex will agree 
that he is generous in many ways – 
especially with his 
time, his 
knowledge and 
expertise, and his 
charitable giving. 
 During the 
award presenta-
tion at the WCCF’s 
Legacy Celebration, 
award namesake 
Richard White, 
remarked, “When you are consider-
ing individuals in this community 
who are extraordinarily giving, it 
should be no surprise when the 
name Alex Paris comes to mind. 
Elected to the WCCF Board of Trus-
tees in 2010, Alex has served on nu-

merous committees including Exec-
utive, Development, and Personnel. 
Despite his busy schedule, he 
makes every effort to be present at 
as many Foundation meetings and 
events as possible . . .” 
 He went on to say, “When it came 
time to assign the role of Project 
Manager for the Brownlee House 
rehabilitation project, it was clear 
that no one was better suited to 
serve in this capacity than Alex, 
who did not hesitate to undertake 
this important job. Not only has he 
helped in coordinating with con-
tractors on the work that has need-
ed to be completed but he has as-
sisted in important development 
meetings with prospective donors 
to secure needed resources.”  
 This past April, the Foundation 
relocated its offices to the historic 
Samuel T. Brownlee House in 
Eighty Four, which was donated to 
the WCCF by William and Saundra 
Stout in 2013. 
 We look forward to hosting our 
first open house so that all can see 

how the “Alex Paris standard” has 
helped to restore this beautiful 
building to its former glory. 
 Alex and his wife Valerie have 
been very generous to the WCCF, 
making contributions to the Acorn 
Fund and other diverse initiatives. 

 Through his company, he has 
been a proud annual WCCF Gives 
sponsor since this program’s incep-
tion and is a member of the Family 
of Founders, which helps to ensure the 
Foundation has the operational 
support it needs in order to grow. 
 In addition to all that he does for 
the WCCF, Alex has also made time 
to serve on the Boards of the Wash-
ington Hospital Foundation, Athlet-
ics Inc. of Avella, and the West Lib-

erty University Foundation. 
 Upon accepting the award, 
Alex stated, “In all honesty, 
I’ve really grown a lot from 
being involved with the 
Community Foundation. It’s 
a great organization, it really 
does a lot, and it touches a 
lot of people. I am amazed 
by the people it touches . . . 
The other thing I am amazed 

by is the group of outstanding indi-
viduals who are involved with it . . . 
So, I thank you for the award, but I 
really thank you for the opportuni-
ty.”  
 Read profiles on all the WCCF’s 
award honorees on www.wccf.net. 

E. Alex Paris, III 

“In all honesty, I’ve really grown a lot from being 
involved with the Community Foundation. It’s a great 
organization, it really does a lot, and it touches a lot of 

people. I am amazed by the people it touches . . . The other 
thing I am amazed by is the group of outstanding 

individuals who are involved with it . . . So, I thank you 
for the award, but I really thank you for the opportunity.” 

 - E. Alex Paris, III 

The Richard L. White Excellence Award for Board Service recognizes an individual who serves as an exemplary member  
of the Board, wholeheartedly sharing his or her time, talent, and treasures to support the Foundation and its mission. 
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Dave Richards Receives Waller Humanitarian Award 

 Motorcyclists may 
have a reputation for 
being tough, but 
there are many riders 
in this community 
with a soft spot for 
helping charities. 
And when it comes to 
helping charities, 
Dave Richards is 
known as the leader 
of the pack. 
 Through his in-
volvement with the 
Blue Knights (a non-
profit fraternal or-

ganization consisting of active and retired law en-
forcement officers who enjoy riding motorcycles) and 
Washington Lodge No. 164 Free & Accepted Masons, 
Dave has spent over a decade as the lead organizer of 
the Blue Ride, a popular local motorcycle event that 
benefits local charities. To date, the Blue Ride has 
raised more than $347,000. 
 It all began in 2003 with an idea. While Dave was 
serving as President of the Blue 
Knights, the group decided they want-
ed to do something big for benefit of 
the community. Co-hosting a motorcy-
cle run for charity with Washington 
Lodge No. 164 F&AM seemed to be a 
logical choice. 
 In 2004, the inaugural event included 
185 bikes, nearly doubling their expec-
tations. By 2009, there were approxi-
mately 700 bikes registered for the 
event. Today, on average, the Blue Ride draws nearly 
1,000 participants and riders from all across the East 
Coast – even Canada! 
 Dave said, “The ride would never come off without 
the sponsors who donate, the riders who come out, 
and the community that gets involved.”  
 It takes a huge network of people to ensure the event 
is a success – both financially and logistically. A core 
group of dedicated individuals begin planning 
months in advance. And on the day of the event, there 
are many who give of their time to ensure that all runs 

safely and smoothly, including police and fire depart-
ments who help to control traffic. 
 The organizers’ goal is continue to support all the 
charities who have received a check in the past (all are 
501(c)(3)s that provide a community, child, or family-
oriented program). Because there are so many differ-
ent worthwhile causes involved, sponsors and riders 
have little difficulty finding one that is near and dear 
to their hearts. 
 Taking Blue Ride committee members to the check 
presentations is a top priority for Dave. For example, 
while delivering Washington Christian Outreach’s 
check, those in attendance saw hungry people who 
would receive a decent meal because of their hard 
work. “That’s what makes the whole experience 
worthwhile,” he recalls. 
 While Dave is happy to share information on how to 
organize a successful ride, you shouldn’t count on him 
to plan yours. The Blue Ride has always been his pri-
mary focus. 
 So the only question that remains is: “Will he do it 
again next year?” 
 “I look at it and say, that $30,000 or $40,000 dollars a 
year, all those charities aren’t going to get that money 

if we don’t hold the Blue Ride. 
That’s what gives you the 
drive to do it,” he attests.  
 Helping people just seems to 
come naturally to Dave, who 
is a Sergeant in the North Stra-
bane Police Department with 
a 30-year career in law en-
forcement. In addition to his 
participation in the Blue 
Knights and Washington 

Lodge No. 164 F&AM, he is President of the Fraternal 
Order of Police Lodge No. 22, and a member of Elks 
Lodge No. 776, Scottish Rite (Pittsburgh and Coud-
ersport), Syria Shrine Pittsburgh, Tall Cedars Forest 
No. 149, the Pin Club Masonic Ceremonial Unit, and 
the Masonic Temple Association. 
 “When you’re busy, it’s easy to say ‘I don’t have time 
for that,’ but I have always made the effort to help 
when someone asks for help, even if it is just returning 
a call,” he remarked. “If you are able to help someone, 
you do. You make that effort.” 

“When you’re busy, it’s easy to say  
‘I don’t have time for that,’ but I  

have always made the effort to help 
when someone asks for help, even if  
it is just returning a call . . . If you 
are able to help someone, you do.  

You make that effort.” 
  - Dave Richards 

Dave Richards 

The Louis E. Waller Humanitarian Award recognizes a local individual or organization who is devoted to the promotion of human welfare  
or the advancement of social reforms as evidenced by humanitarian deeds in the community, whether local, national or international.   
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 An old radio sits on the chalkboard tray in Thomas 
Trettel’s classroom. Not because it is relevant to his 
lessons in American Literature, but because it is a cat-
alyst for conversation with his students. 
 This 38-year veteran educator, who has taught stu-
dents of all abilities from grades 7 to 12, knows how 
important it is to connect with the kids, especially 
those who may not see the value of education. 
 “I always try to be the most excited person in the 
room . . . If the kids think that you think what you are 
doing is really, really important, they will think it is 
really important,” he remarked. 
 The Charleroi native graduated from California 
State Teachers College (now California University of 
Pennsylvania) in 1977. At the time, he was hoping to 
be a journalist, but since the college offered no jour-
nalism program, he opted for an English degree and 
“drifted” into education. 
 His first day of student teaching cemented his fate. 
 Tom was in a class by himself in Monessen High 
School, standing before a group of kids who weren’t 
much younger than he was. Terrified of how he was 
going to fill the period, 
he simply started talk-
ing. By the end of the 
day, he came home and 
told his parents: “This is 
what I want to do.” 
 Tom taught in both 
Avella School District 
and Parkersburg, West 
Virginia, before being 
hired by Trinity School 
District in 1983.  
 He spent 15 years at Trinity Middle School and then 
moved to Trinity High School, working mostly with 
alternative education program participants (at-risk 
youth, special education students, and those in the 
judicial system). 
 Helping his classes to relate course material to real-
world applications, such as employment, has been 
key. Sometimes he would have students complete job 
applications so that they could be reviewed and cor-
rected by a business professional. He also used to 
help place students in jobs if they met certain criteria 
in their academic courses. 

 On a personal level, 
Tom likes to keep 
things “old school” – 
No Facebook. No 
Twitter. No cell 
phone. Although he 
does use some tech-
nology in the class-
room, he attests, 
“With literature, it’s 
still about the book.” 
 Many candid and 
insightful moments 
in his classes were 
the result of honest 
conversations about 
literature. For instance, Tom Sawyer’s Huck  Finn was 
given as a recent assignment.  Those familiar with 
the text will be aware it includes language considered 
controversial by today’s standards, so Tom always 
prefaces works such as these with discussion. He con-
tinues to be surprised by how much these young peo-

ple appreciate being treated like 
adults, and how positively they re-
spond when they are. 
 One parent wrote, “My son was not 
academically motivated; however, 
Mr. Trettel saw his potential. Due to 
Mr. Trettel’s interest in my son’s suc-
cess, my son wanted to reach Mr. 
Trettel’s expectations of him. Upon 
graduation, my son stated that Mr. 
Trettel was one of two teachers in his 

mind that was truly in the teaching profession for the 
right reasons.” 
 Retiring at the end of this school year, Tom is happy 
to leave Trinity on a high note, but having left such an 
impression on so many individuals, he will surely be 
missed by his co-workers and students alike. 
 “That means more to me than anything – that the 
people in this building, parents, and students all 
helped to nominate me for this award,” he remarked. 
 “Teachings is the best job anybody can have, at least 
for me it is . . . the kids have kept me young.” 

Thomas Trettel 

Thomas Trettel Named Dr. Jack Outstanding Public Educator 

“That means more to me than anything – 
that the people in this building, parents, 

and students all helped to nominate me for 
this award . . . Teachings is the best job 

anybody can have, at least for me it is . . .  
the kids have kept me young.” 

  - Thomas Trettel 

The Dr. Howard Jack Outstanding Public Educator Award recognizes a local public educator who has displayed the ability to inspire chil-
dren from all backgrounds and abilities, earned the respect of colleagues, students, and parents, and is actively engaged in the community. 
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James H. McCune Acorn Society 

William T. Allison, Jr. 

Kenneth L. Baker* 

Paul N. Barna* ** 

Neil D. Bassi 

R. Carlyn Belczyk 

John A. Campbell 

Mark A. Campbell 

Christopher Claspy 

Robert T. Cupp, Jr. 

Judge John F. DiSalle  

Judge Richard DiSalle 

Dennis E. Dutton 

Suzanne Ewing 

Harold Fergus 

Jane Fergus 

Judge Thomas D. Gladden 

Charles R. Guthrie 

Sandra K. Guthrie 

L. Dawn Haber 

Robert Hillberry 

Cary Jones 

Charles C. Keller* 

Loretta B. Kendall 

Susan Mondik Key 

Vicki King 

William King 

Cynthia B. Kotowski 

Warren E. Lemley, Jr. 

Allan C. Lucchini 

F. Joseph Marsh 

Barron P. McCune, Jr. 

James H. McCune 

David W. Moore 

Edward C. Morascyzk 

R. Maureen Myers 

Lonnie C. Nicholls 

Patrick G. O’Brien 

Debbie O’Dell Seneca 

William D. Phillips* 

James Proudfit 

Mary Pruss 

John A. Rodgers 

Mary Jane Greenlee Sertik 

Kimberly Shoup 

Brian J. Smith 

William G. Stough 

Gary E. Stout 

Joseph Stromei 

Deborah E. Takach 

John C. Tecklenburg, II 

Thomas J. Uram* 

Kristian E. White 

Richard L. White 

Mark G. Winiecki 

 

* Legacy Member 

** Deceased 

Class of 2015 

Annual membership in the McCune Acorn Society is granted to professional advisors  
who have referred or assisted in educating clients, which resulted in a gift to the WCCF  

of any size that year. Special Legacy Membership* is reserved for advisors whose  
efforts have resulted in permanent gifts totaling $250,000 or more. 

Clockwise from top left: J. Tecklenburg, K. Baker, B. Smith, W. Phillips, P. O’Brien, B. McCune, G. Stout,  
M. Winiecki, W. King, J. Stromei, J. McCune, D. Moore, R. White, L. Nicholls, S. Ewing,  

C. Belczyk, L. Kendall, V. King, S. Guthrie, D. Takach, & E. Morascyzk 
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ʺThe Washington County Community Foundation helps to provide a ring-fence around the most vulnerable 
among us to protect them from the ravishes of poverty, illiteracy, & domestic violence.” 
  - Gary E. Stout, ESQ., Attorney 

“I believe in Legacy Planning and have encouraged several of my clients to utilize the services of the Washing-
ton County Community Foundation. It is not necessary to disinherit one’s family when giving to the commu-
nity and with proper planning individuals may actually increase the amount going to their heirs. The Com-
munity Foundation is a simple and efficient way to create a lasting legacy.” 
  - Thomas J. Uram, Insurance Specialist, Metropolitan Life Insurance 

“The WCCF provides a valuable resource to so many individuals and organizations in Washington County. 
In the 10 years of my involvement, the organization has grown tremendously. It is a one-stop shop for donors 
and recipients. The foundation provides a need in the community that is not met to this extent by any other 
organization. Having the ability to obtain a vehicle for legacy gifting in Washington County is invaluable to 
our community.”  
  - Deborah E. Takach, Vice President Business Banking, First Commonwealth Bank 

“The WCCF continues to provide a great value to our community by not only providing a vehicle to channel 
charitable dollars but more importantly, by promoting a spirit of philanthropy among all associated within 
it.” 
  - Patrick G. O’Brien, Sr. EVP & COO, Community Bank 

“It doesn’t matter how big or how small the contribution they all make a difference.”  
  - Vicki King, Customer Solution Specialist I, Washington Financial Bank 

Acorn Society Professional Advisor Testimonials 
 

“Northwest has a deep rooted commitment to giving back to the community. The WCCF has been the perfect 
partner in fulfilling this mission. The WCCF connects us with those in need and ensures that our contribu-
tions have the greatest impacts on our community.” 
  - Christopher Claspy, VP, Washington County Area Manager, Northwest Savings Bank 

 

Please Join Us for the 2015  

c{|ÄtÇà{ÜÉÑç UtÇÖâxà  
honoring 

 

 
 

 
 

g{âÜáwtç? aÉäxÅuxÜ DL    @    [|ÄàÉÇ ZtÜwxÇ \ÇÇ tà fÉâà{ÑÉ|Çàx    @    I ÑAÅA 
 

Ed & Nancy Bedwell ANSYS NSA Security Forces  Sunnyside Supply 

 Our Philanthropists of the Year & Charles C. Keller Excellence Award for Corporate Philanthropy Recipients 
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CASA for Kids Receives Director’s Choice Award &$10,000 Acorn Fund Grant 

 Who would speak for you if you were 
unable to speak for yourself? Some of 
the most vulnerable children in our 
community have a voice thanks to 

the work of CASA for Kids, the recipient of the 2015 
Director’s Choice Award. The award included a $10,000 
unrestricted grant from the Acorn Fund. 
 CASA for Kids is a local charity that trains commu-
nity members to become Court Appointed Special 
Advocates who will speak up for the best interest of 
abused and neglected children in the Courts of Wash-
ington County. CASA advocate volunteers review 
records, research information and talk to everyone 
involved in a child’s life, and then present their rec-
ommendation to the court as to what they feel is in 
the best interest of the child. 
 In 2014, local volunteers donated over 8,700 hours to 
their cases. Currently, there are 379 dependent chil-
dren in the juvenile court system, represented by 
three part-time attorneys. CASA brings support to a 
strained child welfare system by using volunteers 
who spend more than 
15 hours per month on 
every case. 
 During her acceptance 
speech, Vivian Osowski, 
CASA Executive Direc-
tor, stated, “There are so 
many outstanding small 
non-profits in Washington County that do tremen-
dous work; and, to be recognized by the WCCF for 
our financial status, as well as our growth and our 
programming, is an honor.”  
 To be eligible for the award, charities are required to 
have an operating budget of less than $250,000, have 
been in existence for at least three years, and provide 

a program in one of 
the six areas support-
ed by the Acorn Fund 
– arts and humanities, 
education, environment 
and animal welfare, 
health and fitness, hu-
man needs, or religion 
and faith-based.  
 Applicants are 
judged on quality of 
programming, com-
munity impact as 
gauged by the num-
ber of people served, programs offered, or other 
measurable component, and improvement in the or-
ganization’s finances over a period of years. 
 “A review of the financial statements will show that 
CASA has been successful in securing sustainable 
revenues for its programs and is managing its expens-
es within those revenues. Careful management of fi-

nancial resources has 
enabled CASA to grow 
and to increase its pro-
gramming,” stated 
Betsie Trew, WCCF 
President & CEO. “Its 
annual Chefs for CASA 
is its largest fundraising 

event, which nets about $35,000 per year. And CASA 
has performed very well in both of our days of giving 
– $19,000 in 2013 and $32,000 in 2014. Those are some 
very impressive numbers for such a small charity.”   
 The Director’s Choice Award seeks to help a small but 
improving charity the way the WCCF was helped by 
its earliest supporters. Visit www.wccf.net for details. 

CASA Board President Kelley Swift 
& Executive Director Vivian Osowski  

“There are so many outstanding small non-profits in 
Washington County that do tremendous work; and, to 
be recognized by the WCCF for our financial status, as 

well as our growth and our programming, is an honor.” 
 - Vivian Osowski, Executive Director, CASA for Kids 

 

WCCF Gives is sponsored by: 

Alex Paris Contracting                   ANSYS Mylan Charitable Fdtn. Observer-Reporter Range Resources Washington Auto Mall 

Washington County’s Official Day of Giving for Local Charities 
 

 

 

 
 

During this one-day event, all gifts made via www.wccfgives.org 
or by check will be increased by part of a $100,000 bonus pool! 
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WCCF Board Elects New Trustees 

 Once again, the competition was 
fierce! More than 9,600 votes were 
cast during this year’s web-based 
“Clicks for Cash” contest for regis-
tered WCCF Gives charities. 
 With 700 votes, Citizens Library 
secured the grand prize: a $1,000 
unrestricted Acorn Fund grant. All 
other participants were entered in-
to a computerized lottery to receive 
one of four $500 Acorn Fund grants 
(one chance in the lottery for each 
contest vote).  
 The Literacy Council of SWPA, 
Charleroi Area Historical Society, 
Bradford House Historical Society, 
and the Washington County Gay 
Straight Alliance  were randomly 
selected as the lottery winners. 

$3,000 in Grants Awarded through “Clicks for Cash” Contest 

The “Clicks for Cash” grants were presented to the winning charities at the 
WCCF’s Annual Meeting, which was held in June. Grand Prize Winner Citizens 
Library used its $1,000 grant to secure two computers for library patrons. This is 
the second consecutive year that Citizens has clinched the top spot in the contest. 

 

L to R: William Price (Bradford House Historical Association), Sandy Todaro 
(Literacy Council of SWPA), Jackie Wright (Citizens Library), Ann Drach 
(Literacy Council of SWPA), Kathy Cameron (Washington County Gay  
Straight Alliance), & Nikki Sheppick (Charleroi Area Historical Society)  

 Where would charities like ours be without their 
most passionate volunteers? Undoubtedly, there is a 
direct correlation between the strength and growth of 
the WCCF and the commitment of our Board of Trus-
tees. Without their time, talent, and treasures, we 
would not be celebrating 20 years of service to this 
community. In fact, we may not exist at all. 

 The Community Foundation 
is very pleased to announce the 
election of Joan A. Chapman 
and Leo J. Trich, Jr. to our ex-
ceptional Board of Trustees. 
 WCCF Trustees serve a three-
year term and may be elected 
to serve three consecutive 
terms. The primary criterion in 
the selection of Trustees is the 
skill set of the individual. 

 Both Joan and Leo have a rich and long history of 
service to the Washington County community. 
 Joan is Vice President – Systems, for Chapman Cor-
poration, and is responsible for the company’s com-
puter and information systems. A graduate of Wash-
ington & Jefferson College, she had been very active 
with the Washington County Fair and served on its 
Board of Directors for many years. Previously, she 

also served on the Board of the Washington County 
Tourism and Promotion Agency. 
 Leo is a former Democratic member of the Pennsyl-
vania House of Representatives. He attended Califor-
nia University of Pennsylvania and Washington & 
Jefferson College. Prior to pursuing elected office, he 
served as Commissioner of PONY Baseball, Vice Pres-
ident of USA Baseball, and a 
member of the United States 
Olympic Committee. Addition-
ally, he is a founding member 
of Ballpark Scholarships Inc., a 
non-profit volunteer organiza-
tion that raised money and 
spearheaded the building of a 
$7 million minor league ball-
park (now known as CONSOL 
Energy Park) in Washington. 
 Welcome, Joan and Leo! 
 Rotating off the Board this past July were three long-
time Trustees: Charles Keller, John McCarthy, and 
Gwendolyn Simmons. We are very grateful for their 
many generous and unique contributions during their 
years of service.  
 Profiles of all the WCCF Trustees are available on 
www.wccf.net. 

Joan A. Chapman Leo J. Trich, Jr. 



Alice Boone Main Memorial Fund 
$500 award to Branigan McGowan, West Liberty 
University 
 

Arthur V. Ciervo Scholarship Fund 
$500 to Brittany Piper, California University of PA 
 

Barry Clark Barto Scholarship Fund 
$500 to Kylee McConnell, Bella Capelliʹs Academy 
 

Black Family Scholarship Fund 
-$1,000 to Brianne Morgan, California University of 
PA/Washington Health System School of Nursing 
-$1,000 to William Van Norman, Waynesburg 
University 
 

Buckholt Science Scholarship Fund 
$500 to Georgia Sim, West Virginia Wesleyan College   

Burgettstown Jr.-Sr. High School Student Council 
Leadership Scholarship Fund 
$500 to Caley Ritts, Malone University 
 

Burgettstown Lions Club Scholarship Fund 
-$250 to Robert Derosky, Pennsylvania State 
University 
-$750 to Caley Ritts, Malone University 
 

CAS/Dr. Kim Stacher Scholarship Fund 
$1,000 to Aaron Previsky, Seton Hill University 
 

Chapman Family Scholarship Fund 
-$2,000 to Austin Butka, Penn Commercial 
-$2,000 to Tiffany Cook, Bradford School 
-$2,000 to Kaylin Ferguson, Vet Tech Institute 
-$2,000 to Luke Makrinos, Pennsylvania College of 
Technology 
-$2,000 to Kylee McConnell, Bella Capelliʹs Academy 
-$2,000 to Makenzie Sheppard, West Penn Hospital 
School of Nursing 
-$2,000 to Glory Warnock, California University of PA 

-$3,000 to Madison Walker, Culinary Institute of 
America 
-$4,000 to Charles Crowe, Liberty University 
-$4,000 to John-Glen Davis, Waynesburg University 
-$4,000 to Abigail Shipley, California University of PA 
-$4,000 to Haleigh Simpson, West Virginia University 
 

Charles Pappas, Sr. Scholarship Fund 
$1,500 award to Samuel Hockenberry, Westminster 
College 
 

Christman Family Scholarship Fund 
$4,000 to Aliyah Moye, Kent State University 
 

Clyde J. Tracanna/Washington Rotary Club 
Educational and Vocational Fund  
-$1,000 to Adam Hasson, Penn State Erie - the Behrend 
College 
-$1,000 to Emeline Ferguson, Grove City College 
-$1,000 to Jenna Shallcross, Grove City College 
 

D. Jack & Geraldine L. Gaido Memorial  
Scholarship Fund 
$4,000 to Austin Plunkett, University of North 
Carolina 
 

Dave Pew Memorial Scholarship Fund 
$500 to Emma Planitzer, Indiana University of PA 
 

David O. & Sara F. Johnson Family Education Fund 
$1,000 to Kyla Ranko, Robert Morris University 
 

Dr. Paul Pipik Fund for Study in the Health Sciences 
$850 to Ryan Beyer, California University of PA 
 

Elizabeth Plumer Memorial Scholarship 
$1,000 to Madison Aloia, Indiana University of PA 
 

 

(Continued on page 11) 

Record-Breaking $106,000 in Post-Secondary Scholarships Awarded  

Clockwise from top left: C. Crowe, M. Christopher, M. Durbin,  
J. Gummersbach, C. Waggoner, E. Planitzer, K. Ranko,  

P. Smith, A. Moye, & M. Aloia 

Clockwise from top left: R. Derosky, S. Chaudhari, L. Makrinos,  
G. Warnock, G. Sim, R. Wilkinson, K. Ellis, & C. Ritts 



Heart of Giving Scholarship Fund 
First Commonwealth Bank Scholarship 
-$1,000 to Jessica Bular, Seton Hill University 
Chavla Family Scholarship 
-$1,000 to Zoe Nicastro, Glenville State College 
 

Hunter Lafe McAdoo Scholarship Fund 
$1,000 to Brooke Dorsey, West Liberty University 
 

John & Sophie Choratch Scholarship Fund 
-$5,000 to Mikayla DeMarino, Indiana University  
of PA 
-$5,000 to Kristen Ellis, La Roche College 
-$5,000 to Chrysta Rands, Community College of 
Allegheny County/California University of PA 
-$5,000 to Chad Waggoner, Bethany College 
-$5,000 to Rachel Wilkinson, Slippery Rock University   

Joseph P. Femiani Memorial Scholarship 
$1,000 to James Gummersbach, University of Virginia 
 

Kerns Family Scholarship Fund 
$1,000 to Paige Smith, West Virginia University 
 

Kirk C. Moninger Fund 
$400 to Megan Simpson, Westminster College 
 

Linda LeFever Scholarship Fund 
$1,000 to Julie Williams, Carnegie Mellon University   

Margaret Pitek Ciervo Scholarship Fund 
$500 to Alexandra Dziak, University of Pittsburgh 
 

Megan J. Phillis Scholarship Fund for Academic 
Excellence  
$500 to Robert Derosky, Pennsylvania State 
University 
 

 
 

Olivia Scott Scholarship Fund 
-$1,000 to Marissa Durbin, University of Pittsburgh 
-$1,000 to Samantha Berry, Pennsylvania State 
University 
 

Rebecca Sarah Rogers Scholarship Fund 
$1,000 to Cassidy Hiles, University of Mount Union 
 

Ringgold Alumni Scholarship Fund 
$250 to Alex Nageli, Virginia Polytechnic Institute 
 

Ronald T. Miller, II Scholarship Fund 
$1,000 to Samantha Chaudhari, University of 
Pittsburgh 
 

Ryan Johnston & Vaughn Johnston Scholarship Fund 
$1,000 to David North, University of Chicago 
 

Sam & Bev Minor Fund 
$1,000 to Michael Christopher, Penn State Fayette 
 

Scholarship Fund for the Arts 
$500 to Thomas Matyas, California University of PA 
 

Sprowls College & Post-Graduate Scholarship Fund 
$1,000 to Matthew McDonald, Westminster College  
 

Washington Community Federal Credit Union 
Scholarship 
-$1,500 to Garret Guthrie, Waynesburg University 
-$1,5000 to Lauren Hess, Lebanon Valley College 
-$1,500 to Nicholas Larimer, Pennsylvania State 
University  
 

Washington County Visiting Nursesʹ Association 
Scholarship Fund 
-$3,000 to Mariah Ketter, Waynesburg University 
-$3,000 to Haley Schmidt, Edinboro University 

(Continued from page 10) 

Record-Breaking $106,000 in Post-Secondary Scholarships Awarded  

*Some fund names & university names have been abbreviated for spacing.  

Clockwise from top left: J. Bular, W. Van Norman, T. Cook,   
A. Butka, A. Dziak, N. Larimer, A. Plunkett, M. Walker,  

Z. Nicastro, M. De Marino, B. Morgan, B. Piper, & B. Dorsey 

Clockwise from top left: C. Hiles, S. Hockenberry, H. Schmidt,  
A. Hasson, M. Ketter, M. McDonald, S. Berry, L. Hess,  

E. Ferguson, M. Sheppard, & J. Shallcross 
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