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$170,000 Awarded to Small Local Libraries
Through the Community CARE Fund
Eleven local libraries recently
received grants totaling
$170,000 through a special capacity-building grant cycle of
the Foundation’s Community
CARE Fund (CCF). The initiative is designed to support
small, independent, community-based libraries in Washington County.
The Foundation defines
“capacity-building” as any activity that strengthens a charity’s From left: John K. Tener Library Representatives Patsy Brinker
and Barbara Pepper are awe‐struck after receiving a $25,000 CCF
ability to fulfill its mission over
grant. WCCF Trustee Debra Keefer made the presentation.
time, and enhances the charity’s
Bentleyville Public Library will use its
ability to have a positive impact on individuals and our community. In addition to grant of $15,000 to provide patrons with a
dedicated STEAM (science, technology,
submitting a grant request, each library
was required to meet the following criteria: engineering, art, and mathematics) area as
be independent, be located in Washington well as oﬀer technology dedicated for employment searches and applications.
County, and have an annual operating
Burgettstown Community Library will
budget of $200,000 or less. School libraries,
medical libraries, and other libraries which use its grant of $10,000 to create a career
operate as a part of another institution
center with updated technology.
were not eligible to participate.
California Area Public Library will use
The $170,000 in grants was distributed
its grant of $15,000 to hire an employee to
among the libraries as follows:
conduct children’s programming and purAvella Area Public Library will use its
chase supplies. Since its inception, the
grant of $15,000 to create a dedicated
library has had to rely solely on the services of volunteers in order to host its chilyouth STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art, and mathematics) area, as
dren’s programs.
(Continued on page 6)
well as a special space for older adults.

“This grant will provide a lasting impact, not only on our
library but also on our community.
It will give us the opportunity
to provide the much‐needed
services that will change the
lives of our many patrons
who come to the library as well
as open the doors for new
patrons to discover the library.”
‐Yvonne Baker, Library Board President,
Bentleyville Public Library

Helping You Give . . . Close to Home

Six New Trustees Elected to WCCF Board

Megan M. Chicone

Barbara A. Graham

Cynthia B. Kotowski

The Community Foundation is pleased to announce
the election of six new Trustees at its Annual Meeting,
which was held this past June.
The new Trustees include Megan M. Chicone, Barbara
A. Graham, Cynthia B. Kotowski, Ivana G. Liberatore,
Joseph M. Piszczor, and Elizabeth M. Rogers.
Megan M. Chicone is the owner of Megan ChiconeState Farm Insurance Agency in Peters Township. She
serves as Chairman of POWER of Southpointe, a Board
Member of the Washington County Chamber of Commerce, Secretary of the Peters Township Chamber of
Commerce, as well as an Advisor Council Member for
Junior Achievement’s Washington County Branch.
Barbara A. Graham is the senior member of Peacock
Keller’s School Law Group and a member of its Employment Law Group. A member of the Pennsylvania
and Washington County Bar Associations, Barbara also
remains an active member of the Pennsylvania School
Board Solicitors Association.
Cynthia B. Kotowski is the Assistant Executive Director of the Redevelopment Authority of the County of
Washington, where she previously served as Chief Financial Oﬃcer. Cynthia has been involved in a variety
of community and business organizations including the
Washington County Council on Economic Develop-

Ivana G. Liberatore

Joseph M. Piszczor

Elizabeth M. Rogers

ment, the Salvation Army - Washington Corps, and
Pathways of Southwestern Pennsylvania.
Ivana G. Liberatore is the founder of Ivana Liberatore
CPA, CFP & Associates, a full-service tax and financial
planning firm that was established in 1989. In addition
to her commitment to help the homeless, she annually
supports the fundraising eﬀorts of her church, CASA
for Kids, and the Women of Southwestern PA.
Joseph M. Piszczor is the Director of Financial Planning at ILG Private Wealth, a private family practice.
Joseph is a current member and former President of the
Rotary Club of Washington, the Public Image Chair for
Rotary District 7330, and a Board Member of Leadership Washington County.
Elizabeth M. (Liz) Rogers is Executive Editor of the
Observer‐Reporter newspaper in Washington. Rogers
serves on Boards of Directors for both the Pennsylvania
Associated Press Media Editors and Pennsylvania Society of News Editors and is a member of the Rotary Club
of Washington.
Trustees serve a three-year term and may be elected to
serve three consecutive terms. The primary criterion in
the selection of Trustees is the skill set of the individual.
For detailed biographies on all the WCCF Trustees, please
visit www.wccf.net.

Washington County Community Foundation Board of Trustees
Chairman
Lynne R. Stout
Vice Chairman
James H. McCune
Secretary
Richard L. White
Treasurer
Sandra K. Guthrie
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Michael S. Anderson
Megan M. Chicone
Barbara A. Graham
Tammy L. Hardy
Geraldine M. Jones
Debra E. Keefer
William M. Kline, III
Cynthia B. Kotowski
Ivana G. Liberatore

Andrew M. McIlvaine
Edward C. Morascyzk
Thomas P. Northrop
Patrick G. O’Brien
Joseph M. Piszczor
Alexander J. Reyes
Elizabeth M. Rogers
Brian J. Smith
Dorothy F. Tecklenburg

The Washington County Community Foundation seeks to improve the
quality of life in Washington County by promoting and facilitating philanthropy.

Martha Y. Berman Honored with Posthumous
Richard L. White Excellence Award for Board Service
Although she was petite in
stature, Martha Berman will
always be remembered as a
woman who had presence.
She was insightful, savvy, and
ahead of her time – all qualities that made her an unforgettable person and exceptional volunteer.
Martha was supportive of
Martha Y. Berman
diverse local charitable caus1924‐2018
es; however, the single thread
that seemed to weave all of her good work together was
her passionate belief in the concept of community.
Her friend Ralph Andy remarked: “I remember when
the Community Foundation was newly formed. Martha
supported it, and she wanted others to support it . . . She
believed that it should become the cornerstone of charitable giving in our community, and it has.”
Martha served as a member of the WCCF Board of
Trustees from 2000 until 2009. Her aﬃnity for supporting students in pursuit of higher education made her an
apt choice for Chair of the Foundation’s Allocations
Committee, which holds the responsibility of reviewing
grant and scholarship applications. Additionally, some
may recall that Martha worked as a counselor at Peters
Township High School until her retirement in 1986.
Although she was known to joke about the process
she used to make her selections (such as throwing
scholarship applications down the stairs and assigning
awards according to where they landed), those who
knew her will attest that her role on the Allocations
Committee was one that she took very seriously. Each
application would be meticulously reviewed. And
should there be two extremely well qualified applicants and not enough funds, Martha would discreetly
slide a check to Foundation staﬀ for the amount needed to award scholarships to both applicants.
Her generosity did not stop there. In addition to supporting the Foundation’s Family of Founders, Martha
created the perpetual Berman Family Fund to support
bereavement counseling for hospice families at Washington Health System.
Martha also may be credited with helping the WCCF
to build relationships with key community members
who ultimately became some of its most faithful donors. Her eﬀorts in arranging those meetings led to
transformational opportunities for the Foundation.
WCCF President & CEO Betsie Trew stated, “Our

only regret is that we were not able to honor Martha
with this award while she was still with us.”
As the wife of the late Dr. Bernard Berman, a wellrespected local cardiologist, Martha’s commitment to
volunteerism began with the Washington County Medical Auxiliary in the 1950s. And her passion for ensuring that the residents of Washington County had access
to quality health care services fueled her ascension to
Chairman of the Washington Hospital Board of Trustees. She also served as a member of the Washington
Hospital Foundation Board.
Former Washington Hospital President Telford
Thomas recalls that it was during Martha’s Chairmanship that the hospital was approached to join a larger
regional health system. He attests, “She had a commitment to excellence in patient care . . . and very emphatically expressed that the hospital was part of the community and should be run locally.”
Her strong leadership helped to ensure that the hospital remained independent.
Additionally, Martha served as a founding member of
the Washington County Mental Health Association,
which was established in 1965.
Former MHA Director Lynne Loresh said, “Knowing
Martha is kind of like knowing an icon . . . she was one
of the few women serving on boards at that time . . . and
it was a joy to know her.”

Martha Berman’s daughter, Diane, accepts the award on her
mother’s behalf from WCCF Trustee Richard White.
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Robert C. Griﬃn Receives Louis E. Waller Humanitarian Award
Heroes are powerful. They enlighten, they embolden,
lished Leadership Washington County.
and most importantly, they inspire. Few of us are
Spurred by Lou Waller’s inspirational mentorship,
aﬀorded the opportunity to meet those who influence
many of Bob’s service activities have been focused on
our lives so profoundly.
helping disadvantaged youth build a better future for
themselves. He was Board President of Blueprints
But Robert C. Griﬃn is an exception.
(formerly Community Action Southwest) and remains
Not only did Bob have the unique privilege of worka proponent for the charity’s education eﬀorts, espeing alongside one of his heroes for 15 years, but he recently received an award for perpetuating the legacy of
cially through programs like Head Start.
the extraordinary man to whom he refers to as “my
North Star.”
The enormity of it leaves Bob at a loss for words.
“There wasn’t a person in the world who Mr. Waller
wouldn’t help . . . and he saw something in me,” he
attests. “So, being recognized in this way, it’s all
coming full circle.”
The connection between the Griﬃn and Waller
families extends decades – long before Bob’s stint as
Vice President at Waller Corporation. In fact, Bob’s
parents, the late John and Joan Griﬃn, were community leaders in their own right. Although his father
died a young man, Bob has memories of him tutoring
students in the family living room and helping to
reopen the LeMoyne Center’s swimming pool. His
mother Joan successfully finished raising five children by herself and still found time to tirelessly serve
the community through boards and civic groups,
Clockwise from top left: Phyllis Waller, TiAnda Blount, Mel Blount, WCCF
including the Washington Hospital Board of Trustees
Trustee Geraldine Jones, Louis Waller, Robert Griﬃn, and Cindy Griﬃn
and Washington School District School Board.
Additionally, he has spent decades supporting the
Bob reflects, “I learned about service early in life from
Mel Blount Youth Home, a charity that in recent years
my parents, but I didn’t really fully understand what
they were doing until I was older.” And almost instinchas expanded its focus from exclusively helping troutually, when there has been a need for him, he has been
bled teens to youth leadership development on a
ready to answer the call.
broader level through its Youth Leadership Initiative.
In addition to two terms as President of the WashingBob especially likes that the charity champions the valton Branch of the National Association for the Adues that Lou Waller extolled.
vancement of Colored People (NAACP), Bob has
And just a few of Bob’s other volunteer roles have
served on local boards that include Washington Health
included coaching youth sports and serving as Deacon
System, United Way, Washington County Council on
at First Presbyterian Church 1793.
Economic Development, Washington County Health
With character and commitment, Bob has not only
Partners, as well as the steering committee that estabfollowed in the footsteps of Lou Waller – he has blazed
a trail of his own that has enhanced the
A 2003 photo of Bob Griﬃn
quality of life in this community for so
with Shirley and Louis E.
many.
Waller. It was taken at a
Bob remarked: “Finding ways, no
retirement celebration
matter how large or small, to help people
honoring Mr. Waller’s
– that is why we’re here. Mr. Waller was a
lifetime of community
man of deep faith and taught me that the
service. The event also
announced the creation of the best way to honor God is through servant
Louis E. Waller Leadership leadership and helping others.”
Fund at the WCCF.
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Dr. Trisha Craig Named Dr. Howard Jack Outstanding Public Educator
Despite coming from a family of educators, playing
exceeds in her duties and makes efforts to bring stuschool when she was a little girl, and taking on leaderdents into the workings of the school. Awards are
ship roles in high school, Dr. Trisha Craig began her
meant for passionate people who put their heart and
college studies convinced she would not pursue a casoul into work worth doing, and Dr. Craig undeniably,
as Theodore Roosevelt said, strives to ‘work hard at
reer in education.
When her initial major
of International Business
“[Dr. Craig] exemplifies every quality
didn’t suit her, she needthat a successful and passionate
ed to reevaluate her
academic administrator needs . . .”
plans. Fortunately, her
‐Regis Curtis, 2018 Graduate
supportive family
helped her to realize her
Fort Cherry Junior/High School
destined educational
work worth doing.’ ”
career path. Now the innovative principal of Fort CherBut sometimes, students need help outside of school.
ry Junior/Senior High School, Dr. Craig knows firstA few years ago, Dr. Craig helped to launch the Fort
hand how vital it is for students to get guidance before
Cherry Food Bank, which operates out of the elementhey graduate.
“Guidance in high school is so important. We put a lot tary school.
of emphasis on helping kids find the answer when it
“We worked with Range Resources to pull this tocomes to what they want to do after high school, even if gether – they made a big donation to get it going, along
with help from the Greater Washington County Food
they don’t know where they’re going to go.”
Bank and other organizations.”
Dr. Craig is a committed advocate of the Life Skills
Dr. Craig has tirelessly worked to acquire the support
program, which enables high school students to work
that her school needs in order to provide innovative
with food service employees, assist the school custodians or administrative assistants, or even shadow other
educational opportunities like the solar-powered outdoor classroom and weather station, the computer labs
paraprofessionals.
and maker spaces, as well as the agricultural science
Fort Cherry also offers plenty of other options, from
programs utilizing hydroponics. In the past ten years,
aquaponics to advanced placement courses for college
she has secured more than $1 million in grants for the
credit. “We have programs based on student interests
district.
and the needs of the reHer passion for educagion,” Dr. Craig extion has impacted hunplained. “We’re very
focused on ‘today’s studreds of students and
dent’ and what the exnumerous teachers. And
at the end of the day,
pectations are for our
that’s what is most imgraduates in the workportant for her.
force . . . the strategy is
“It’s nice to get recogabout helping students
nition, and of course,
find a path that is right
this is a huge honor for
for them.”
me. But I don’t need acGraduating senior
colades to know I’m doRegis Curtis expressed
ing a good job – I do it
his admiration for Dr.
because it needs to be
Craig’s dedication to the
done. My satisfaction
students: “She exemplifies every quality that a
comes from seeing the
successful and passionkids and teachers being
ate academic adminissuccessful.”
Clockwise from top left: Ed Varish, Cathy Varish, Ryan Craig, Bill Craig,
trator needs. In fact, she
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WCCF Representative Mike Mackin, Dr. Trisha Craig, and Dr. Jill Jacoby

Won’t You Help Us to Help Our Community?
WCCF Gives: A Valuable Service at No Cost to Local Charities
.

Since its inception six years ago, WCCF Gives, Washington County’s day of giving,
has not only resulted in a total of more than $4,200,000 in grants to local charities -it has become a special event that works to unite our entire community.
The impact of WCCF Gives is considerable, especially for Washington County’s
smaller charities. Over the years, many participants have reported that WCCF Gives
has changed their organization’s approach to fundraising, as it has provided the
opportunity to streamline their development activities and raise more money. More
than 120 local charities and nearly 3,000 donors were a part of Gives Day 2018.
Charities have never been charged a fee to participate in WCCF Gives. Despite the
considerable expenses necessary to host this event, the Community Foundation
remains committed to providing this valuable service at no cost to participating
charities because it is so important to our community.

Add the Community Foundation to Your List
You can help to ensure that the Community Foundation will be able to continue to oﬀer impactful programming,
like WCCF Gives, in Washington County through a gift via WCCF Gives. Simply add us to the list of charities you’d
like to support. Thank you for giving “Close to Home.”
*Please note: In the spirit of this day of giving, contributions designated for the Community Foundation via WCCF Gives
are not eligible for the bonus pool.
(Continued from page 1)

Chartiers‐Houston Community Library intends to use
its grant of $15,000 to upgrade its existing computers,
install a Smartboard, and update shelving.
Donora Public Library will use its grant of $10,000 to
create three separate areas: one for job searches, on for
youth STEAM (science, technology, engineering, art,
and mathematics), as well as a health area featuring a
verified database for current health-related information.
Fredericktown Area Public Library plans to use its
grant of $15,000 to improve the children’s area, upgrade
technology, and provide a one-year subscription to ancestry research software. Currently, the children’s area is
in need of appropriate-sized furniture.
Heritage Public Library will use its grant of $15,000 to
create a new website, invest in donor tracking software,
and upgrade its technology.

From left to right: During a recent visit
to Heritage Public Library, WCCF Trustee
Richard White presented Library Director
Mary Duranti (center) and Library Board
President Kathy Farner (right) with a
CCF capacity‐building grant of $15,000.
This support will assist the library with key
technology upgrades such as a new website,
e‐communication capabilities,
and digital bulletin boards.

John K. Tener Public Library, which will receive a
grant totaling $25,000, intends to make vital structural
improvements including replacing antiquated wiring
and lighting as well as replacing damaged flooring.
Marianna Community Public Library plans to use its
$10,000 grant to create a STEAM (science, technology,
engineering, art, and mathematics) area for youth patrons that includes hardware and software oﬀerings.
Monongahela Area Library intends to use its grant of
$25,000 to upgrade its technology, make improvements
to its wireless network, and provide staﬀ training.
In addition to improving services for patrons of all ages and all backgrounds, these CCF library grants will
help the libraries to continue their transformations into
vibrant community centers.

Heritage Public Library
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Anyone Can Be a Philanthropist!
This past June, more than 600
visitors to the WCCF’s Heart of
Giving Charity Storybook website
Philanthropy
“hearted” impact stories from local
charities during our “Hearts of
Banquet
Gold” contest. Three participants
were chosen at random and awarded the opportunity to designate an
Acorn Fund grant to a charity
Thursday,
whose story touched their heart
during the contest.
November 14
Carol Tonsetic designated a
“Hearts of Gold” Winner Shane Crawford (left) presents
$1,000
grant to Pet Search, Kathy
Hilton Garden Inn
a $3,000 grant to WCGSA Director Kathy Cameron.
designated a $1,000 grant
at Southpointe Popich
to the Washington Area Humane
Society, and Shane Crawford awarded e-blast featuring Gracie. “You read
Gracie’s story, and it just breaks my
the grand prize, a $3,000 grant, to the
heart. I just don’t know how anyone
Washington County Gay Straight
Award
could leave their dog like that.ʺ
Alliance (WCGSA).
Presentations:
Carol Tonsetic’s relationship with Pet
Admittedly, this is Grand Prize WinCharles C. Keller
Search can be
ner Shane Crawford’s first experience
traced
back
decof
being a philanthropist. It was someExcellence Award for
ades. She has
thing he was eager to share with his
Corporate Philanthropy
been committed girlfriend, Megan, who accompanied
to assisting the
him to the grant presentation.
Northrop Family
charity however
This 2018 graduate of ChartiersExcellence Award for
she can. She tries Houston Junior/Senior High School
Community Philanthropy
to give a little bit learned about the WCGSA while he was
each month, and a student. It was during that time that
Shane became an ally to his peers.
sometimes will
Winner Carol Tonsetic
Shane continues to follow the work of
prepare auction
the WCGSA through social media and
baskets for events. Carol also actively
was pleased to be able to help support
follows the group’s Facebook page,
which is where she learned about the
the group’s work through the contest.
“Hearts of Gold” contest.
“The WCGSA does a lot for the commuKathy Popich nity, and I wanted to help.”
won’t hesitate to
tell you that
she’s a dog lover. “Oh, I like
my animals!”
she exclaimed
while discussing
the many creatures that live on
Winner Kathy Popich
her four-acre farm
in Cecil, including two canine rescues:
Did You Know?
Morton and Maverick. Kathy was
Storybook.wccf.net is home to nearly
moved to “heart” the Washington Hu100 diﬀerent charity impact stories! 7
mane Society’s story after seeing an

Save the Date

James H.
H. McCune
McCune Acorn
Acorn Society
Society
James
Annual membership in the McCune Acorn Society is granted to professional advisors
who have referred or assisted in educating clients, which resulted in a gift to the WCCF
of any size that year. Special Legacy Membership* is reserved for advisors whose eﬀorts
have resulted in permanent gifts totaling $250,000 or more. Members have helped to bring
more than $10 million in charitable gifts to the Foundation.

Class of 2019
William T. Allison, Jr.

Judge Damon J. Faldowski

Warren E. Lemley, Jr.

Frank C. Roney, Jr.

Richard J. Amrhein

Judge Thomas D. Gladden

Allan C. Lucchini

Kimberly Shoup

Michael S. Anderson

Timothy J. Gornbein

Barron P. McCune, Jr.

Brian J. Smith

Kenneth L. Baker*

Elizabeth I. Guerrieri

James H. McCune

William G. Stough

Paul N. Barna* **

Charles R. Guthrie

Traci L. McDonald

Gary E. Stout

Neil D. Bassi

Sandra K. Guthrie

David W. Moore

Joseph Stromei

R. Carlyn Belczyk

L. Dawn Haber

Edward C. Morascyzk

Deborah E. Takach

Blane Black

Jim Haines

Niki Mullinix

John C. Tecklenburg, II

John A. Campbell

Robert A. Hillberry

Patrick G. O’Brien

Thomas J. Uram*

Mark A. Campbell

Cary D. Jones

Charles G. Peterson

Kristian E. White

Christopher Claspy

Charles C. Keller* **

William D. Phillips*

Richard L. White

Robert T. Cupp, Jr.

Loretta B. Kendall

Joseph M. Piszczor

Mark G. Winiecki

Jason Dalnoky

Susan Mondik Key

James Proudfit

Mindy M. Zatta

Judge John F. DiSalle

Vicki L. King

Alexander J. Reyes

Dennis E. Dutton

William King

Casey J. Robinson

* Legacy Member

Suzanne Ewing

Cynthia B. Kotowski

John A. Rodgers

** Deceased

Members of the Acorn Society Class of 2019

From left: Mindy M. Zatta, Michael S. Anderson,
and Timothy J. Gornbein
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From left: Richard J. Amrhein, Alexander J. Reyes,
and Niki Mullinix

Washington Community Theatre Receives
President’s Choice Award
On with the show! The Washington Community Theatre ship to improve the group’s balance sheet are worthy of
(WCT), a local all-volunteer charity which provides oprecognition.
portunities for the community to enjoy theatre as either
From 2014 to 2017, the WCT increased their revenues
participants or audience members, was named the winto a point at which they were able to more than double
ner of this year’s President’s Choice Award. This honor
their reserve from roughly $30,000 to $68,000. For an allincludes a $10,000 unrevolunteer community theatre
stricted grant from the
group that does not receive any
government support, this attenAcorn Fund.
tion to financial health is imDedicated to maintainpressive.
ing local interest and participation in theatre art,
WCT will use the $10,000
WCT prides itself on
grant from the Acorn Fund to
providing high-quality,
support all of its yearly proaﬀordable shows for the
gramming for the 2019 season,
community.
which runs from June to NoThe WCT’s community
vember.
impact is considerable.
This summer, a production of
This summer marked the
the musical “Mamma Mia!”
50th anniversary of the
was hosted at the newly renogroup’s first summer pervated Washington Park Main
formance. And with that
Pavilion, followed by an allWashington Community Theatre representatives Patty Thompson
kind of longevity, WCT
kids performance of “Dorothy
and Tom Shope accept the 2019 President’s Choice Award,
has both third and fourth
in Wonderland,” and a hilariwhich includes a $10,000 grant from the Acorn Fund.
generation volunteers.
ous dinner theatre version of
Not only does WCT oﬀer
“The Odd Couple” will close
on-stage opportunities for actors, there are a wide varie- out the year at the Elks Lodge in November.
ty of behind-the-scene roles for volunteers. Involvement
The President’s Choice Award will support the WCT in
is open to anyone, so WCT currently has participants
its continuous growth. And, the timing of this honor
ranging in age from seven to 80 years old. In 2017, the
seems like a perfect way to celebrate WCT’s golden angroup expanded its impact by initiating its WCT Kidz
niversary of bringing distinctive and engaging theatre
program to provide new opportunities for local youth.
productions to Washington County.
As “Improvement on the Statement of Position” is a
To learn more about WCT, please visit
core criterion of the award, the eﬀorts of WCT leaderwww.washingtoncommunitytheatre.org.

James H. McCune Acorn Society Professional Advisor Testimonials
“. . . A community bank at heart, M&T lives its commitments to local communities and believes that partnerships with
organizations that focus on improving the quality of life for our customers, employees, and neighbors is key.”
‐ Timothy J. Gornbein, Vice President, M&T Bank
“I believe that it’s vitally important to give back and support the community around me. WCCF provides a unique op‐
portunity to do just that, while making an impact that’s more profound because it’s a collective eﬀort focused on what
our community and the people within it need most.”
‐ Mindy M. Zatta, Private Wealth Advisor, Mosaic Wealth Consulting
“The Washington County Community Foundation is an invaluable resource to the educational future of Washington
County residents.”
‐ Charles G. Peterson, Corporate Responsibility Oﬃcer, Key Bank
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Making an Impact: Recent Grant‐Making
41 Mon Valley YMCA Preschoolers Receive EPK Fund Scholarships

Northwest Bank representatives Aubrey Warfield and Robert Kepics present a
check to Mon Valley YMCA Executive Director Jeﬀ Vitale. Students
attending the preschool program were excited to participate in the photo.

The WCCF’s EPK Fund awards scholarships
to financially needy families for qualifying
pre-school (pre-kindergarten) programs as
part of the Commonwealthʹs Educational
Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) Program.
This spring, representatives from the WCCF
and Northwest Bank visited the Mon Valley
YMCA to present EPK Fund scholarships
totaling $9,102. The scholarships, which
benefitted 41 students enrolled in the
YMCAʹs pre-school program, were made
possible through contributions from First
Commonwealth Bank, Highmark, Northwest
Bank, and UPMC Health Plan.

EIO Fund Awards More than $45,000 to Local Public Schools
Through the generosity of Washington
Financial Bank, a total of $45,010 in EIO Fund
grants was designated earlier this year for seven
Washington County school districts: Avella,
Burgettstown, Canon-McMillan, Fort Cherry,
Peters Township, Trinity, and Washington.
Representatives from Washington Financial
met with school district representatives to see
first-hand how each district planned to use its
grant of $6,430. The students were delighted to
demonstrate what they were learning through
these cutting-edge programs.

Judy Bee (center),
Branch Manager of
Washington Financial’s
Hickory location, partici‐
pates in a lesson that
teaches Avella Elemen‐
tary School students how
to control a robotic ball
using an iPad.

More than $126,000 Awarded to Local First Responders
Twenty-nine local first responder
organizations recently received
grants totaling $126,846 from the
WCCF’s Range Resources Good
Neighbors Fund. The grants will
help purchase a variety of items,
including breathing apparatus replacements, turn-out gear, ballistic
shields, thermal imaging cameras,
video surveillance cameras, and
rescue equipment. The 2019 grant
distributions represent a more than
69 percent increase over the amount
awarded from the fund in 2018!
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Range Resources representatives and WCCF Board Chairman Lynne Stout (holding the
right side of the check) were joined by more than 50 representatives from local first responder
organizations at the May grant presentation event at Range Resources.

More than $306,000 in Post‐Secondary Scholarships Awarded
Many Community Foundation donors value
education, and through their generous support, the
WCCF was thrilled to present a record-breaking
$306,450 in post-secondary scholarships to 80 local
students in 2019. Several intimate gatherings were held
at the Brownlee House to provide an opportunity for
donors and the scholarship recipients to connect.
Newly established this year, the EQT Students of
Excellence Scholarship Fund provides scholarships to
graduating Washington County high school seniors
pursuing an associate’s or bachelor’s degree in a field
utilized in the energy industry.
The fund awarded the WCCF’s largest single
scholarship award to date - $72,000 - to Peters
Township High School graduate Tanish Rastogi, who
will be attending Pennsylvania State University to
study engineering.
Additionally, Cole Bianchi of Ringgold High School,
Hannah Bockius of Canon-McMillan High School, John
Lignell of Ringgold High School, Zachary Strennen of
Peters Township High School, and Grant Zeszutek of
Canon-McMillan High School each received a $1,000
EQT Students of Excellence Scholarship.
Just a few of the other scholarships presented during
the student-donor gatherings include:
The David O. & Sara F. Johnson Family Education
Fund was established in 2004 to provide educational
scholarships to deserving graduates of McGuﬀey High
School. This yearʹs recipient, Paisley Travis, will study
history at Bethany College. Afterwards, she plans to
attend law school.
The Dave Pew Memorial Scholarship Fund provides
scholarships to graduating seniors of Peters Township

Judge John DiSalle (right) with
Dave Pew Memorial Scholarship
recipient John Vanderhoﬀ.

High School pursuing a career in music. John
Vanderhoﬀ, the 2019 award recipient, plans to study
music education at Grove City College.

“I made a promise to
myself before I began high
school that when college
came around, my ambition
would not pose a financial
burden on my parents . . .
The program at EQT to
reach out to students in the
community has an impact
which cannot be
understated. Iʹd like to
thank everyone at the Foundation as well as EQT
for helping me keep my promise. It just means so,
so much to me and my family . . . ”
‐Tanish Rastogi, 2019 Recipient,
$72,000 EQT Students of Excellence Scholarship

The Olivia Scott Scholarship Fund provides
scholarships to any graduating senior of a Washington
County High School. One of this year’s recipients is
Carley Allen, a graduate of Washington High School
who will attend Carlow University to pursue a career in
pediatric nursing.
Information about each of the 2019 WCCF post‐secondary
scholarship recipients is available on www.wccf.net.

Donors Nancy and Raymond Racunas present Paisley
Travis (right) with an award from the David O. and
Sara F. Johnson Family Education Fund.

Donor Marc Scott (right) with
Olivia Scott Scholarship Fund
recipient Carley Allen.
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